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Friday, April 19
Spectator Gates Open....................................................................................................................................................................... 7:30 AM

GT America Practice #1.................................................................................................................................................... 7:45 AM – 8:15 AM

IMSA Practice #1........................................................................................................................................................... 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

HICC Practice #1......................................................................................................................................................... 10:15 AM – 10:35 AM

GT America Practice #2........................................................................................................................................................11:30 AM – Noon

SST Practice #1........................................................................................................................................................... 12:15 PM – 12:35 PM

IMSA Practice #2........................................................................................................................................................... 12:50 PM – 2:20 PM

INDYCAR Practice #1....................................................................................................................................................... 2:50 PM – 4:05 PM

GT America Qualifying...................................................................................................................................................... 4:25 PM – 4:40 PM

NTT INDYCAR SERIES Autograph Session (INDYCAR Paddock – FREE to all spectators)......................................................................... 5:00 PM

IMSA Qualifying............................................................................................................................................................... 5:00 PM – 5:50 PM

Fiesta Friday featuring Ape Drums presented by Acura (Terrace Plaza in front of the Terrace Theater)................ 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM

Formula D Super Drift Challenge Competition #1 (Turns 9-11)................................................................................. 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM

Saturday, April 20
Spectator Gates Open....................................................................................................................................................................... 7:30 AM

HICC Practice #2............................................................................................................................................................. 7:40 AM – 8:00 AM

INDYCAR Practice #2....................................................................................................................................................... 8:25 AM – 9:25 AM

IMSA WeatherTech Autograph Session (IMSA Paddock).............................................................................................. 10:30 AM–11 AM

Historic Indy Car Challenge Race #1....................................................................................................................... 10:40 AM – 11:00 AM

INDYCAR Qualifying & FIRESTONE FAST 6.............................................................................................................. 11:25 AM – 12:55 PM

Commence IMSA Pre-Race................................................................................................................................................... 1 PM – 1:30 PM

IMSA SportsCar Grand Prix of Long Beach (100 min)................................................................................................ 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM

SST Race #1................................................................................................................................................................ 4:00 :PM – 4:30 PM

GT America Race #1.................................................................................................................................................... 4:45 PM – 5:25 PM

AllStar Jam with Gretchen Wilson, Eddie Montgomery, David Lee Murphy with SIXWIRE....................................... 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM
(Terrace Plaza in front of the Terrace Theater)

Formula D Super Drift Challenge Competition #2 (Turns 9-11)................................................................................. 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM

THE 200-MPH BEACH PARTY® RETURNS!

49th ACURA GRAND PRIX OF LONG BEACH
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
NTT INDYCAR Series – INDYCAR

IMSA WeatherTech Sports Car Grand Prix – IMSA 
Historic Indy Car Challenge – HICC
Super Drift Challenge – Super Drift 

SPEED/UTV Stadium Super Trucks – SST
SRO GT America – GT America
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Sunday, April 21
Spectator Gates Open....................................................................................................................................................................... 7:30 AM

INDYCAR Warm Up........................................................................................................................................................... 9:00 AM – 9:30 AM

Historic Indy Car Challenge Race #2...................................................................................................................... 10:45 AM –  11:05 AM

Acura Hot Laps............................................................................................................................................................ 11:10 AM – 11:20 AM

Mothers Exotic Car Parade........................................................................................................................................... 11:25 AM – 11:40 AM

NTT INDYCAR SERIES Pre-Race Begins............................................................................................................................................ 11:45 AM

“Drivers To Your Cars”..................................................................................................................................................................... 12:29 PM

“Drivers Start Your Engines”............................................................................................................................................................. 12:35 PM

START OF ACURA GRAND PRIX OF LONG BEACH (Race #3 of the 2023 NTT INDYCAR SERIES - 85 Laps).............. 12:45 PM – 3:00 PM

SST Race #2................................................................................................................................................................. 3:30 PM – 4:00 PM

GT America Race #2.................................................................................................................................................... 4:20 PM – 5:00 PM

(Schedule Subject to Change without Notice)

THE 200-MPH BEACH PARTY® RETURNS!
3
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MELIZA HUMPHEY
ACURA SENIOR BRAND MANAGER 

Dear Race Fan,

Welcome to the 49th running of the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach, and the fourth 
year for Acura’s title sponsorship of this iconic event in the heart of our Southern 
California home.
 
Featuring a wide variety of on- and off-track activities for the entire family, the Acura 
Grand Prix of Long Beach will be headlined by the NTT INDYCAR SERIES and the 
IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. In addition, the weekend will feature the 
Super Drift Challenge; SPEED/UTV Stadium SUPER Trucks; SRO GT America and famous 
vintage Indy cars from the Historic Motor Sports Association.
 
With our U.S. headquarters nearby in Torrance, this is a true ‘home’ event for the Acura 
and Honda brands. The Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach is one of North America’s 
premier motorsports events and an institution in Southern California.  Acura is extremely 
proud to be associated with it.
 
This weekend’s races will feature many of the most talented teams and drivers from 
around the world, including a pair of Acura hybrid ARX-06 prototypes fielded by the 
championship-winning Wayne Taylor Racing with Andretti team in Saturday’s featured 
WeatherTech SportsCar Championship race.  In addition, Gradient Racing will field 
their Acura NSX GT-3 Evo22 in the production-based GTD category.
 
On Sunday, 15 Honda-powered Indy car drivers will vie to continue their winning streak 
on the streets of Long Beach, where Honda drivers have found Victory Circle 16 times in 
23 appearances, including five of the last six Long Beach races.
 
Native Californian Jimmy Vasser scored Honda’s first Long Beach victory in 1996 while 
Colton Herta recorded Honda’s most recent win in 2021.
 
Other Honda-powered winners on this iconic street circuit include Alex Zanardi (1997-
98). Michael Andretti (2002), Dario Franchitti (2009), Takuma Sato (2013), James 
Hinchcliffe (2017). Alexander Rossi (2018-19), 2021 winner Colton Herta and last 
year’s debut Indy car victory by Kyle Kirkwood.
 
We hope you enjoy the races – and the many other available activities – at America’s 
#1 street circuit event.  Have a great weekend!

Meliza Humphrey
Acura Senior Brand Manager

8
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9RACE FANS!

For everything there is to see and do in Long Beach



April 19th, 2024 

Dear Racing Fans, World-Class Drivers, and Grand Prix Crews: 

Welcome to the 2024 Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach! We are proud to 
host this event for the 49th time. It’s the longest-running street auto race 
in North America. 

Each year, more than 200,000 fans gather from all around the world and 
are welcomed to our unique coastal city to watch drivers race at the top of 
their performance on one of the most beautiful tracks in racing. Whether 
you are here for Indy Cars, or for the Drift Challenge, Super Trucks, Sports 
Cars, Porches, or Prototypes — those revving engines will surely get your 
heart racing; and the Lifestyle Expo and Family Fun Zone make this an event 
for the entire family. 

Between the races and exhibits, there’s so much to explore in Long Beach during your visit. Long Beach 
has boundless opportunities as a multi-modal hub in the region and state, with assets like the Long 
Beach Airport, the Port of Long Beach, and access to the regional Metro and light rail transit system. 

Along our coastline, a 7.3-mile bike and walking path connects downtown to the Long Beach Museum of 
Art, many historic neighborhoods, and the Belmont Shore district, which is home to some of the city's 
best food, drink and shopping establishments. Our Long Beach Aqualink is also available for a quick and 
scenic ride across Long Beach Harbor. Long Beach’s Shoreline Village and Downtown itself offer dining 
options for every taste and serve as a great place to relax, have a drink and enjoy yourself just steps 
away from the racecourse.  

If you have a chance, check out our world-famous Aquarium of the Pacific. It’s right alongside one of the 
track’s curves, which recently underwent an expansion, and remains one of the best aquariums in the 
nation.  

Our thanks to the race organizers and sponsors, the participants, and the staff, as well as to all the fans, 
and to the public safety personnel working to keep us all safe. It’s you who make this event possible, and 
so special. 

However you choose to spend this special time in Long Beach, we’re glad you’re here. On behalf of the 
whole city: Enjoy the races! 

Mayor Rex Richardson 
City of Long Beach
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To Our Incredible Fans,

Welcome to the 49th Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach, Southern California’s 200- MPH 
Beach Party!

We’re glad you can join us for this three-day celebration of fast racing and family fun.
Of course, the racing action is second to none. This year we have the NTT INDYCAR 

SERIES, IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Challenge, Stadium SUPER Trucks, Super Drift 
Challenge, the Historic Indy Car Challenge and the GT America series!

But we have also become known for putting on a three-day festival and that starts with the 
Lifestyle Expo in the Convention Center featuring a variety of exhibits and displays, driver 
autograph sessions, multiple race paddocks and new this year, Cooler Master is bringing its 
Dyn X Racing Challenge simulators for everyone to compete in a sim racing tournament.

The Family Fun Zone entertains kids with attractions like “Lil’ Lightning Racers” electric-
powered cars and video games. Plus, there are more than 100 classic cars in the Mothers 
Exotic Car Paddock and great music with DJ Ape Drums, presented by Acura, performing on 
Friday evening and the All-Star Jam with Gretchen Wilson, Eddie Montgomery and David Lee 
Murphy backed by the band SIXWIRE playing on Saturday evening.

I encourage you to keep track of all this fun via our Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach app, 
available in the Apple App store for iPhones and Google Play for Android phones. Our 
official website is gplb.com, and you can also follow us on Facebook (GrandPrixLB), X (@
GPLongBeach, #AGPLB) and Instagram (@GPLongBeach).

We are also committed to sustainability at the Acura Grand Prix. Some of those efforts 
include water being served in 100% recyclable aluminum containers with a BPA-free liner, 
sodas in aluminum cans, implementation of the City’s “Quench Buggy” for fans to fill up 
containers with clean filtered city-sourced water, recycle bins throughout the facility and 
the recycling of oil and petroleum waste from the race cars in conjunction with Safety-
Kleen. Additionally, the Convention Center and each racing series has their own extensive 
sustainability measures.

America’s #1 Street Race would not be possible without the continued support of you, 
our dedicated fans. Special thanks also go to our sponsor family, particularly Acura, all the 
volunteers and our experienced Grand Prix staff for their skill and dedication in making this 
event such a success.

I would encourage you to check back during the year as we announce some exciting plans 
for the coming celebration of our 50-anniversary event next April 11-13. It will be something 
you won’t want to miss.

Thanks for joining us! Have a great weekend!

Sincerely,
 

Jim Michaelian
President and Chief Executive Officer

JIM MICHAELIAN
PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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Dear INDYCAR fans:

Welcome to the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach, a long-standing, fan-favorite event 
on the NTT INDYCAR SERIES schedule. INDYCAR is delighted to be here again and is 
committed to delivering a comprehensive fan experience through outstanding entertainment 
and thrilling competition on Long Beach’s famed 1.968-mile temporary street course.
 
Whether this is your first time at an INDYCAR SERIES race weekend or you have been 
attending this race for years, we are excited for you to witness the spectacle of the sport. 
This weekend is a signature INDYCAR SERIES street racing event, so we urge you to take 
in as much as possible and enjoy it all.
 
All weekend, you’ll see close and unpredictable competition on the track that makes 
for a true proving ground for our elite drivers as they compete for the most challenging 
championship in motorsports. But you’ll also see that the NTT INDYCAR SERIES is 
continuing on its path to being one of the most sustainable racing series in the world.
 
Our partners at Shell continue to produce a 100% Renewable Race Fuel and later this 
year we’ll add hybrid technology to all the INDYCAR SERIES cars. Firestone again will use 
a tire made from rubble produced by the sustainable desert shrub guayule as the alternate 
tire, not only here in Long Beach, but also at remaining street circuits on the schedule.
 
You’ll also find that the NTT INDYCAR SERIES offers some of the most daring and 
accessible athletes in sports. Walk through the paddock and you’ll likely see reigning NTT 
INDYCAR SERIES champion Alex Palou or young stars like Pato O’Ward, defending Long 
Beach winner Kyle Kirkwood, Christian Lundgaard, and Scott McLaughlin. You’ll also find 
record-chasing legends in the making such as Scott Dixon, Josef Newgarden and Will 
Power.
 
While in this beautiful city, we invite you to download the INDYCAR App powered by 
NTT DATA on your smartphone to get behind-the-scenes driver features, live timing and 
scoring, in-car cameras and more information to help you follow the action. Also, follow 
the NTT INDYCAR SERIES online at INDYCAR.com, on Instagram, X, Facebook, YouTube, 
and TikTok (@INDYCAR).
 
Thank you for your continued support. INDYCAR appreciates your attendance this 
weekend. We are glad you can experience the speed, action, and excitement that defines 
the series.

Enjoy the weekend!

Mark Miles
President and CEO, Penske Entertainment
Parent company of INDYCAR and Indianapolis Motor Speedway

MARK MILES
PRESIDENT AND CEO, PENSKE ENTERTAINMENT
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Greetings IMSA Race Fans, 

On behalf of the France family and the International Motor Sports Association (IMSA), 
it is our honor to welcome you back to the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach. Saturday’s 
100-minute race is the first sprint event of the 2024 IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship season following a pair of prestigious Florida endurance races at 
Daytona and Sebring.

The WeatherTech Championship is the pinnacle of professional North American sports 
car competition, and the historic Long Beach street circuit is a perfect showcase for our 
brand of motorsport. This race will feature two WeatherTech Championship car classes 
representing a host of world-class manufacturers.

The heralded Grand Touring Prototype (GTP) class features North America’s first racing 
platform to utilize hybrid-powered prototype race cars. Since the GTP class debut last year, 
the reaction has been amazing – for the incredible competition, the distinctive stylized 
look of each manufacturer’s cars and the technological move to a more sustainable form of 
racing. We’re expecting 10 GTP cars from four of the greatest global auto manufacturers 
– Acura, BMW, Cadillac and Porsche – on the grid for Long Beach.

Joining the GTP class this weekend is the hugely popular Grand Touring Daytona 
(GTD) class with cars that resemble many of those you see on the public streets and 
highways but tuned to fine racing specifications. You’ll see the likes of GT3 cars from 
Acura, Aston Martin, BMW, Chevrolet, Ferrari, Ford, Lamborghini, Lexus, McLaren, 
Mercedes and Porsche blazing by this weekend to the excitement of all.

We are proud to showcase a motorsports experience unlike any other where fans can 
get up close and personal with the drivers, teams and cars. Our paddock, located just 
over the bridge on the outside of Turn 9, is open to all Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach 
ticketholders. You also won’t want to miss the all-driver autograph session in our paddock 
on Saturday morning!

IMSA continually sets the bar as the ideal motorsports platform featuring the most 
advanced machinery, fast drivers and iconic venues like Long Beach. We intend to keep 
pushing the limits of the sport, now and in the future, and hope you believe the same.

Make sure to obtain one of our Fan Guides available throughout the facility. They 
contain illustrations of each WeatherTech Championship race car in the field to 
determine who’s who on the racetrack. You’ll also notice color-coded LED displays on 
all WeatherTech Championship race cars. These inform you where each is running in its 
class throughout the race.

Also, be sure to download the IMSA app for live timing and scoring, onboard 
cameras and up-to-the-minute news and information. And whenever you can’t be with 
us at the racetrack, be sure to tune into NBC Sports’ outstanding coverage on the NBC 
and USA television networks or streaming on Peacock. 
Thank you again for joining us this weekend! 

Best Regards, 

Ed Bennett
CEO

JOHN DOONAN
PRESIDENT, IMSA

John Doonan 
President

ED BENNETT
CEO, IMSA
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Before Kyle Kirkwood mastered the 
streets of Long Beach with his 
convincing victory in the 2023 Acura 

Grand Prix of Long Beach, the Andretti Global 
IndyCar driver had to “catch a wave” at Trestles 
Beach.

Kirkwood, an avid surfer from Jupiter, 
Florida, makes sure he brings his surfboard with 
him when he heads to Long Beach.

“I typically go down to San Clemente for a 
day before the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach,” 
Kirkwood explained. “Trestles Beach is the 
spot.”

Away from the race track, surfing is one 
of Kirkwood’s favorite recreation activities, 
and Trestles has some of the best surfing in 
Southern California. But he will be the first to 
admit he isn’t a master at riding the waves.

“I’ve been surfing for 15 years,” Kirkwood 
explained. “I’m not near semi-pro, but I’m decent 
and can do turns, occasionally get some air 
here and there but nothing crazy. It’s the water 
version of playing golf. You can do it forever and 
may never be great at it.”

On dry asphalt, however, it didn’t take long 
for Kirkwood to establish his greatness at Long 
Beach.  He started 12th and finished 10th in his 
rookie season with AJ Foyt Racing in 2022.  In 
2023 with Andretti Global, Kirkwood scored his 
first career IndyCar Pole and earned high praise 
from team owner Michael Andretti, who called 
him “the real deal.” The next day, Kirkwood 
followed up by leading 53 of the 85-lap Acura 
Grand Prix of Long Beach to score his first-
career NTT INDYCAR Series win.

“The weekend started off a little shaky, 
though,” Kirkwood recalled. “I was getting yelled 
at by my engineer for not being able to put in 

KIRKWOOD
Looking to Ride the Waves to a Second 
Consecutive Long Beach Victory

BY BRUCE MARTIN
SPEED SPORT
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MARCH 10 – STREETS OF ST. PETERSBURG
WINNER: JOSE NEWGARDEN

APRIL 21 – ACURA GRAND PRIX OF LONG BEACH
APRIL 28 – BARBER MOTORSPORTS PARK, LEEDS, AL
MAY 11 – INDIANAPOLIS ROAD COURSE
MAY 26 – 108TH INDIANAPOLIS 500
JUNE 2 – STREETS OF DETROIT, MI
JUNE 9 – ROAD AMERICA,  ELKHART LAKE, WI
JUNE 23 – WEATHERTECH RACEWAY, MONTEREY, MONTEREY, CA
JULY 7 – MID-OHIO SPORTS CAR COURSE, LEXINGTON
JULY 13 – (RACE 1) IOWA SPEEDWAY, NEWTON, IA
JULY 14 – (RACE 2) IOWA SPEEDWAY, NEWTON, IA
JULY 21 – STREETS OF TORONTO, CANADA
AUG. 17 –WORLDWIDE TECHNOLOGY RACEWAY, MADISON, IL.
AUG. 25 – PORTLAND (OE) INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY
AUG. 31 – (RACE 1) MILWAUKEE MILE
SEPT. 1 – (RACE 2) MILWAUKEE MILE
SEPT. 15 – MUSIC CITY GRAND PRIX, NASHVILLE

NTT INDYCAR SERIES 
2024 SCHEDULE

a lap in Practice 1 because I kept 
catching up to random traffic. But 
we knew we were fast.

“Then we put it on the pole and 
won the race. The only thing that 
didn’t go as planned in the middle 
of the race is when we started 
encountering lapped traffic. But 
it was actually nice because I 
was able to figure out what Josef 
[Newgarden] was doing, and we 
were able to capitalize on saving 
some fuel for later in the race.”

That fuel saving paid off as the 
pole winner was able to lead the 
final 30 laps and drive the No. 27 
Honda to Victory Lane.

“It was an important day in 
Kyle’s career because he had won 
everything there was to win on 
the road up to IndyCar,” explained 
former driver Bryan Herta, who 
calls race strategy for Kirkwood 
at Andretti Global. “To get that 
first win was certainly a relief. 
The expectation was there. It was 
going to happen and you want to 
get that first one done and over 
with and prove  to yourself that you 
can do it.

“After that, it helps the driver 
relax a little more, feel a little more 
confident, feel a little less pressure. 
From that point on, we saw a really, 
really strong version of Kyle the 
rest of the year.”

When Kirkwood arrived 
at Andretti Global in 2023, he 
was confident that he had the 
equipment, the car and the team to 
win in IndyCar. But Herta believes 
Kirkwood’s rookie season with AJ 
Foyt Racing helped prepare him to 
become a winner.

“The year with Foyt didn’t 
provide a lot of highlights for 
him in terms of results but it 
did provide a lot of experience 
and understanding of the race 
craft in IndyCar, the different tire 
compounds and things that are 
important in racing,” Herta said. “I 
think without that year with Foyt, 
he doesn’t win Long Beach.”

For Kirkwood, Herta and 
everyone connected with the 

team at Andretti Global, it was also 
important to celebrate the victory with 
Honda Racing Corporation, USA. HRC 
US is located about 90 minutes north 
in Santa Clarita and parent company 
American Honda is just 20 miles up 
the road in Torrance. The Acura Grand 
Prix of Long Beach is a major event as 
it features the Acura brand in the IMSA 
race on Saturday and Honda in the 
IndyCar contest on Sunday.

“That is one they (Honda) really 
want to win,” Kirkwood said. “The Acura 
Grand Prix of Long Beach is the big one 
for them. They are the main sponsor. 
We are expected to go out and win and 
make the brand look good. It’s a little bit 
more pressure. But we like the pressure.”

Kirkwood will again catch a few 
waves at Trestles before heading to 
Long Beach this year. He hopes to 
ride that wave all the way to a second-
straight victory in the Acura Grand Prix 
of Long Beach.

“That is always the goal,” 
Kirkwood said. “It would be a huge 
accomplishment. Alexander Rossi did it 
a few years back (2018-2019). We had a 
fast car in every session last year and I 

don’t think that is going to change for 
this year.

“If anything, we are going to be even 
better.”
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Ricky Taylor seeks redemption in this year’s Acura 
Grand Prix of Long Beach after his bold move for 
victory in 2023 ended with a thud into the tire barrier.

Racing in the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship event, Taylor was driving the No. 10 Wayne 
Taylor Racing Andretti Global Acura ARX-06 hybrid GTP 
that fellow driver Filipe Albuquerque had started from the 
pole. The Acura fell back in the field after a slow pit stop 
earlier in the 100-minute race but withTaylor behind the 
wheel, he was able to race his way back to the tail of leader 
Mathieu Jaminet.

Taylor saw an opportunity, went for the lead, but 

slid into the unyielding tire barrier on the outside of Turn 
One. Jaminet went on to win the race.  Taylor recalled the 
dramatic change in emotions from battling for the win to 
sitting behind the wheel of his crashed race car as the race 
continued without him.

“The range of emotions go from being in the battle, to 
fighting back, to putting yourself in a position to win by 
being right at the heart of the action, to suddenly being 
an afterthought of the race and being inconsequential,” he 
said. “That’s hard.”

During the intense competition, race drivers are able to 
block out the periphery: the spectators and sounds of the 

ACURA’S RICKY TAYLOR 
Seeks Redemption In IMSA WeatherTech 
SportsCar Championship Race BY BRUCE MARTIN
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crowd. They are focused on the fight. But when it ends 
so quickly, it creates an unmistakable sensation.

“The thing that sticks in my memory is that after I 
crashed, the silence of it and hearing the loudspeaker 
with the IMSA commentators continuing on as if I 
were never there,” Taylor recalled. “Like, ‘these guys 
are good on fuel. This guy is on old tires. Blah, blah, 
blah, blah, blah’ and I was not even mentioned.

“It goes to show we are forgotten very quickly after 
something like that” happens in a race.

But Taylor certainly hasn’t forgotten the moment. 
And with that in his mind, he returns to Long Beach as 
part of a powerful two-car Acura GTP effort for Wayne 
Taylor Racing/Andretti Global.

“There is a lot of redemption we want this year,” 
Taylor said. “We’ve already raced at Daytona and 
Sebring, two of our longest races of the year but for 
me personally, the Long Beach race is the one I let slip 
away. I can’t put that on anyone else. For me, I would 
love some redemption.”

In 2023, Wayne Taylor Racing and Andretti Global 
joined forces to race for Acura in the extremely 
competitive IMSA WeatherTech Sports Car Series. This 
year, the combination is ready to achieve greatness as 
a two-car Acura GTP operation.

“The partnership with Andretti Global has been 
very valuable,” team owner Wayne Taylor said. “Long 
Beach is always a very, very important race for us. 
We’ve won it a few times, but not in the Acura. We 
were very close last year. Clearly, this time around with 
two cars, we will be in a much better position to win 
this for Acura and HRC.  It is their biggest race of the 
year. The pressure is on us to perform.

“I’ve been racing and doing this for a very long 
time. When you become a fully factory-backed 
program, it comes with a lot of pressure. There are so 
many people that have put their trust in us to perform, 
it makes it that much more difficult.

“But there is no rocket science on how to win 
these races. You have to have a clean race, you have to 
execute properly and hopefully we will be competitive 
against the other cars.”

Continued
ACURA’S RICKY TAYLOR

In 2024, WTR/Andretti will be the Acura GTP team 
competing in the IMSA race in the Acura Grand Prix of 
Long Beach.  It’s a very important race for the Acura 
team to win because of all the connections involved in 
it. For one, it’s the  only race of the weekend involving 
Acuras. The next day, Honda goes into competition 
in the NTT INDYCAR Series race. Acura is part of the 
Honda brand.

“Long Beach is such an historic event,” Ricky Taylor 
said. “It’s a cool opportunity to have a home race for 
Acura and it’s nice to be running up front at the sponsor’s 
hometown race.  It’s such a challenge. You have to do 
everything right to win here. The smallest mistake can 
end your race.”
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H e is the undeniable all-time 
champion with an incredible six 
wins, but the family tradition of 

the Unsers at the Grand Prix of Long 
Beach goes back to before Al Jr. became 
“King of the Beach.”

His father, Al Unser Sr., was in the 
inaugural race in 1975 and started from 
the pole in the F5000s. When the event 
eventually changed to Indy Cars, Sr., was 
on the grid in 1984 and 1985. But it is Al 
Jr. who has the most storied legacy in the 
49 years of this event. 

“I always loved Long Beach,” Al 
Jr. said. “The people, atmosphere, the 

LONG BEACH 
FAMILY TRADITIONS
The Unsers Have A Checkered 
(Flag) Past, Led By Al Jr., The 
‘King of the Beach’

weather, You just couldn’t beat Long 
Beach. Of course, winning definitely 
helped me to like it a lot.”

His success at Long Beach is 
unparalleled.  He won in 1988, 1989, 1990, 
1991, 1994 and 1995. He was also second 
in 1986 and 1987 and was fourth in 1992 
and 1997. That’s six wins and a total of 10 
top 5 finishes in 15 starts.

Unser Jr., at Long Beach was 
tantamount to Jack Nicklaus in golf 
majors. While the number of wins is 
certainly impressive, the number of 
times each was in contention is even 
more remarkable.

When asked to explain his success 
at Long Beach, the modest Al credited 
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the previous King of the Beach, Mario Andretti. 
”I followed Mario,” Unser Jr. said with a 

chuckle. 
“Yeah,” Andretti responded. “One year he 

followed me a little too close.” He was referring 
to 1989 when Unser, trailing Andretti on lap 
84 of 95, made contact as they approached a 
slower car, spinning Andretti out of the race. But 
that’s racing on a tight street course.

It was not the only battle Unser had at 
Long Beach with the Andretti family. In 1986 
he finished second after an intense battle with 
Michael Andretti, which was Michael’s first 
IndyCar win. Even though he was not at his 
customary place on the podium, the significance 
of the moment was not lost on Unser when it 
came to the tradition of families racing at Long 
Beach.

“The last 20-30 laps I was on his tail,” Unser 
said. “It was really the first time you had the 
changing of the guard, two sons going after 
it for the win. I was trying to beat him really, 
really hard. I was kind of proud of that moment. 
Michael and I sort of grew up together and to 
pressure him like that in his first Indy car win, 
well, let’s just say he deserved it.”

Unser deserved his wins, too. Expanding 
on why he was able to win six times and be so 
consistently competitive, he said, “I just don’t 
know! There are race tracks where the decisions 
you make with the setup, the decisions you 
make during the race, it all just falls your way. 
That’s the way Long Beach was to me. Once we 
got that first one then it was great.”

And about that King of the Beach title?
“I love it!” he said. “I just love it. It’s 

something somebody else came up with and I 
truly love it and the responsibility it brings. I’m 
on the sidewalk now (the Walk of Fame). I am 
greatly honored.”
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Coming off his 1st place victory at St. Petersburg to start the season, the 2023 Indy 500 

champion and 2022 Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach winner is a two-time NTT INDYCAR SERIES 

champion (2017 & 2019) and was part of the winning team in this year’s Rolex 24 at Daytona. He 

was fifth in the 2023 point standings after winning at Texas, the Indy 500 and a weekend sweep 

at Iowa. Started the 2024 season in dominant fashion, winning from the pole at St. Pete. Broke the 

INDYCAR SERIES record for most laps led by a race winner during the 2016 Iowa Speedway race.

JOSEF NEWGARDEN
Nashville, TN
Championships: 2
Wins: 30
Poles: 17
2023 Long Beach: 9th

#2

Team Penske

Finished third in 2023 point standing and began 2024 with a podium finish at St. Pete. 

Won fourth career race at Barber Motorsports Park in 2023. Was INDYCAR Rookie of the Year 

in 2021 as well as Indy 500 Rookie of the Year. He started out racing karts as a youngster, 

then graduated to the Australian Supercars Championship, which he won for three straight 

years (2018-2020), including a series-record 18 race wins in 2019. He met his wife, Karly, when 

he went to Las Vegas to help a fellow racer who was competing in an international karting 

tournament.

SCOTT MCLAUGHLIN
Christchurch, New Zealand
Championships: 0
Wins: 4
Poles: 5
2023 Long Beach: 10th

#3

Team Penske

Steps up to a full-time ride after serving as a development racer for Chip Ganassi Racing 

the past two years. Has competed in Indy Lights NXT by Firestone and in multiple sports car 

series including IMSA, where he was on the winning team at the 2023 12 Hours of Sebring. 

That same year, also won European Le Mans Series’ 4 Hours of Le Castellet (LMP2 class 

victory; overall victory) and the Asian Le Mans Series’ 4 Hours of Dubai race (LMP2 class; 

overall victory). At just 19 years old, he is one of the youngest driver in the INDYCAR SERIES.

KYFFIN SIMPSON (R)

Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: N/A

#4

Chip Ganassi Racing
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The four-time NTT INDYCAR SERIES race winner began the season with a runner-up 

finish at St. Pete. Finished fourth in 2023 driver standings. Career wins are 2022 at Alabama 

and Iowa and 2021 at Texas and Detroit. Won his class at the 2022 Daytona 24 Hours as a 

teammate of fellow INDYCAR SERIES driver Colton Herta. Was the 2020 Indy 500 Rookie of 

the Year and the 2018 Indy Lights NXT by Firestone champion. Joined the INDYCAR SERIES 

with Arrow McLaren in 2020. First name is Patricio but goes by Pato. Originally from Mexico, 

he grew up in San Antonio Texas.

PATO O’WARD
Monterrey, Mexico
Championships: 0
Wins: 4
Poles: 5
2023 Long Beach: 17th

#5

Arrow McLaren

The 2023 FIA Formula 2 champion is filling in for regular driver David Malukas, who 

is recovering from a broken wrist sustained while mountain biking prior to the start of the 

season. He is currently competing in the 2024 Super Formula Championship with Team Impul 

and is a member of the Sauber Academy and a test and reserve driver for Stake F1 Team Kick 

Sauber.

THÉO POURCHAIRE
Grasse, France
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: N/A

#6

Arrow McLaren

The eight--time INDYCAR race winner is aiming for his third victory on the streets of 

Long Beach after winning back-to-back races in 2018 and 2019. Has 47 top-five finishes 

and 29 Top threes. In 2023, finished third in Race 1 of the Indy road course, had two fourth-

place finishes (St. Pete & Illinois) and three fifth-place finishes (Indy, Detroit and Race 2 of 

the Indy road course). Won the 2016 Indy 500, the 100th running of the race, becoming the 

first rookie to win the 500 since 2001 and the first American rookie to win there since 1928. 

Co-hosts a popular podcast with former driver James Hinchcliffe called “Off Track with Hinch 

& Rossi.”

ALEXANDER ROSSI
Nevada City, CA
Championships: 0
Wins: 8
Poles: 7
2023 Long Beach: 22nd

#7

Arrow McLaren
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This first-year full-time driver in NTT INDYCAR SERIES moves up after being the 2022 

INDY NXT by Firestone champion where he won five of the 14 races. He drove in three 

INDYCAR SERIES races for Meyer Shank Racing in 2023 (Nashville, Race 2 of the Indy road 

course and Illinois World Wide Technology Raceway), where the Swede claimed top rookie 

honors filling in for the injured Simon Pagenaud. He also won Formula Regionals Americas, 

British F3 and Formula STCC Nordic championships. Linus trains in kickboxing, taekwondo 

and Muay Thai.

LINUS LUNDQVIST (R)

Tyreso, Sweden
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: N/A

#8

Chip Ganassi Racing

A six-time NTT INDYCAR SERIES champion (2003, 2008, 2013, 2015, 2018, 2020) and 2008 

Indianapolis 500 winner, Dixon is now in his 22nd season driving for Chip Ganassi Racing, the longest 

tenure for any driver in team history. In his remarkable career, he has 56 wins, 137 Top 3s and 203 Top 

5s. Dixon is coming off a year in which he won three times (back-to-back with Race 2 at the Indy road 

course and Illinois and then the season finale at Laguna Seca) and finished second in driver standings. 

He was remarkably consistent, finishing no worse than seventh all year, other than at Long Beach 

where he got into an accident with Pato O’Ward and was eventually forced to retire after 37 laps. 

SCOTT DIXON
Auckland, New Zealand
Championships: 6
Wins: 56
Poles: 28
2023 Long Beach: 27th

#9

Chip Ganassi Racing

The 2023 and 2021 NTT INDYCAR SERIES champion. Had a stellar 2023 with five wins (Indy 

road course Race 1; three in a row at Detroit, Road America and Mid-Ohio and then at Portland), a 

second place at Toronto, four third-place finishes and three additional Top 5 results. He notched 

his first INDYCAR SERIES victory in 2021 in the season-opening event at Barber Motorsports Park. 

Palou made his debut in open-wheel racing competing in the Euroformula Open Championship in 

2014 and ran the Formula 3 Series in 2015. He was the first Spaniard to win an INDYCAR SERIES title 

when he claimed the 2021 NTT INDYCAR SERIES championship. 

ALEX PALOU
Barcelona, Spain
Championships: 2
Wins: 9
Poles: 3
2023 Long Beach: 5th

#10

Chip Ganassi Racing
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Second-year driver and the 2023 NTT INDYCAR SERIES Rookie of the Year. Had eight 

Top-10 finishes in 2023, his best being seventh at Toronto. Came over from FIA F2 where 

he won four races, four pole positions and 16 podiums over two seasons. Won five karting 

championships in native New Zealand. Prefers podcasts to music. Recently began co-

hosting his own podcast called “Screaming Meals” where he interviews friends. He is an 

avid tennis player.

MARCUS ARMSTRONG
Christchurch, New Zealand
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: 8th

#11

Chip Ganassi Racing

A powerful force in the INDYCAR SERIES, he is in his 20th season and is one of the 

most successful Team Penske drivers of all time. He is showing no signs of slowing down 

in 2024, as evidenced by his fourth-place finish at St. Pete. Power is a two-time series 

champion, in 2022 and 2014, and has been a championship runner-up four times, in 2010, 

2011, 2012 and 2016. Last year he won two poles (both at Iowa), finished second in Race 2 

at Iowa and Detroit, and had 10 Top-10 finishes. He has 70 career INDYCAR SERIES poles, 

first on the all-time list (Mario Andretti is second with 67). The 2018 Indianapolis 500 winner 

has 41 career wins, including two at Long Beach, in 2008 and 2012. 

WILL POWER
Toowoomba, Australia
Championships: 2
Wins: 41
Poles: 70
2023 Long Beach: 6th 

#12

Team Penske

In his second season with A. J. Foyt Enterprises. Was the 2019 Indianapolis 500 Rookie 

of the year. Started fourth and finished third at last year’s Indianapolis 500. Youngest 

winner of British Formula 3 race at age 16. His second-best finish in 2023 was his 11th at 

Long Beach. Has five career top-four finishes. Off the track, enjoys golf and movies from 

the Marvel Cinematic Universe.

SANTINO FERRUCCI
Woodbury, Connecticut 
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: 11th

#14

A. J. Foyt 
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Six-time INDYCAR SERIES race winner who also has 33 Top threes and 67 Top 10s in 

his career. Sat on the pole at two 2023 races, Indy road course Race 2 (finishing second) 

and Portland. Overall had five top-10 finishes. Drives for the team co-owned by his 

legendary father, Bobby, late night talk show icon David Letterman and businessman Mike 

Lanigan. Second youngest driver to compete in an INDYCAR SERIES race when he made 

his debut in 2007 at the age of 18. Along with his wife Courtney Force, daughter of NHRA 

legend John Force, is a big force in philanthropic efforts.

GRAHAM RAHAL
New Albany, OH
Championships: 0
Wins: 6
Poles: 5
2023 Long Beach: 12th

#15

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing

An experienced driver with a history of success in the INDY NXT by Firestone 

championship where was a runner-up for the 2014 and 2015 seasons, winning six races 

over the two seasons. He is in his first year with Dale Coyne Racing. For his career, he has 

won 10 racing championships, including the 2012 British Formula 3 Championship. In 2023, 

he improved on his Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach results, finishing 13th after placing 15th 

in 2022. Is a big Star Wars fan.

JACK HARVEY
Bassingham, England
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: 13th

#18

Dale Coyne Racing

The 2023 INDY NXT By Firestone champion is in his first year with Ed Carpenter 

Racing for road and street courses and the Indy 500. Won five races and was on the pole 

four times last year. He is only the second driver in history to earn a championship in each 

division that currently feeds the NTT INDYCAR SERIES – USF2000 (2020), USF Pro 2000 

(2021) and INDY NXT (2023). Away from the track, likes sim racing and wakeboarding.

CHRISTIAN RASMUSSEN (R)

Copenhagen, Denmark 	  	
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: N/A

#20

Ed Carpenter Racing
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In his fifth year in the NTT INDYCAR SERIES, the 2020 Rookie of the Year started 

second and finished 10th in the 2023 Indy 500, leading for 24 laps. Also had a Top 10 (sixth) 

at Portland. Scored his first INDYCAR SERIES victory in 2021 on the Indianapolis Motor 

Speedway Road Course and became the youngest driver in Indianapolis 500 history to start 

from the front row, qualifying 3rd at age 19. Being Dutch, he naturally enjoys riding a bicycle 

and he can speak his native language backward as fast as he can forward.

RINUS VEEKAY
Hoofddorp, Netherlands
Championships: 0
Wins: 1
Poles: 2
2023 Long Beach: 26th

#21

Ed Carpenter Racing

The 2021 Long Beach winner is off to a strong 2024 start, finishing fifth at St. Pate and 

being part of the Acura team that won the 12 Hours of Sebring IMSA race. He had eight top-10 

finishes in 2023 with a best of third at Toronto. Just missed the podium at Long Beach, finishing 

fourth. A seven-time INDYCAR SERIES race winner, he has 12 career Top threes and 25 top-five 

finishes. Became the youngest race winner in IndyCar history when he won at Circuit of The 

Americas in 2019 at 18 years, 359 days old, then became the youngest pole winner in INDYCAR 

SERIES history at 19 years, 83 days at Road America in 2019. He is the son of former INDYCAR 

SERIES driver Bryan Herta and like his father loves music and is in a band, playing drums in an 

indie punk band.

He is the defending Long Beach champion. Started from the pole and led 53 of 

the race’s 85 laps in a dominating performance. Also won at Nashville and had six top-

10 finishes in 2023. He won numerous karting titles as a youngster before starting a 

tremendous run, winning the championships in three straight racing series. In 2021, he won 

the INDY NXT by Firestone crown with 10 victories. Away from racing, he likes to go on top 

of the waves (surfing) and below them (scuba diving).

COLTON HERTA

KYLE KIRKWOOD

Valencia, CA
Championships: 0
Wins: 7
Poles: 11
2023 Long Beach: 4th

Jupiter, FL
Championships: 0
Wins: 2
Poles: 1
2023 Long Beach: 1st 

#26

#27

Andretti Autosport w/ Curb-Agajanian

Andretti Global
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Joins Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing after serving as a reserve and test driver for the 

Haas F1 team. Has driven in INDYCAR SERIES for Dayle Coyne Racing and in 2021 was the 

fastest rookie qualifier for the Indy 500. Best INDYCAR SERIES finish is ninth at Portland 

(2018). Is the grandson of two-time Formula One world champion Emerson Fittipaldi – 

who finished second twice in 13 races at Long Beach – and the brother of Enzo Fittipaldi. 

Speaks English, Portuguese and Spanish fluently, along with some Italian.

PIETRO FITTIPALDI
Miami, FL
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: N/A

#30

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing

STING RAY ROBB
Payette, Idaho
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: 18th

#41

AJ Foyt Enterprises

Finished 2023 on a high note with a 12th-place result in the final race at Laguna Seca. 

Moved up last year from the INDY NXT by Firestone where he was runner-up in 2022. Won 

the 2020 USF Pro 2000 championship and has also raced Formula Car Challenge and 

NASCAR K&N Pro Series West. Finished 2022 season with 11 top-five finishes, 8 Podiums, 

4 Fastest Laps, 2 Poles, 1 Win, and 99% laps completed. Sting Ray is his real name; his 

parents named him after the Corvette. He is involved in The Porch young adult ministry.

First year with Andretti Global after moving over from Chip Ganassi Racing. He is the 

2022 Indy 500 winner and is coming off a 2023 season in which he won at St. Pete, had 

four top-five finishes and 14 in the Top 10, including third at Long Beach. Ericsson comes 

to Long Beach seeking his fourth win on a street course. Prior to his ventures in INDYCAR 

SERIES, the Swede competed in Formula 1, racing with Sauber from 2015 to 2018. Ericsson 

is an avid hockey fan and grew up idolizing Swedish hometown heroes such as Peter 

Forsberg and Henrik Lundqvist. 

MARCUS ERICSSON
Kumla, Sweden
Championships: 0
Wins: 4
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: 3rd

#28

Andretti Global
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DEDICATED TO THE STREETS.

The Acura Integra Type S wins Road & Track’s
Performance Car of the Year.

The Integra Type S, inspired by and made for the streets, has been awarded
Road & Track’s Performance Car of the Year in the under $100,000 category.
With a 320-hp, 2.0-liter, VTEC® turbo engine, a wide-body design with triple
exhaust outlets, a 6-speed manual transmission, and an Integrated Dynamics
System (IDS) with Sport+ and Individual modes, the Integra Type S is unlike any
car in its class. The award, voted by Road & Track’s editors, recognizes the Integra
as a uniquely beloved car among enthusiasts. This one is dedicated to the streets.

Integra Type S shown with optional accessories. ©2024 Acura. Acura, Integra, VTEC, and the stylized “A” logo are registered trademarks of Honda Motor Co., Ltd.

S:7.5"
S:10"

T:8.5"
T:11"

B:8.75"
B:11.25"



#51

Earned two pole positions in 2023, at Texas and Laguna Seca and qualified on the front row of 

the Indy 500. Switched to Meyer Shank Racing for 2024. Joined the NTT INDYCAR SERIES in 2019 

and won Rookie of the Year honors. He scored his only INDYCAR SERIES win in 2020 at Race #2 

at Road America, and last year finished 7th at Long Beach. He was the winner of 2015 FIA Formula 

3 European championship, is a three-time Formula Renault title winner and two-time Masters of F3 

and Macau Grand Prix winner. Rosenqvist lists skiing, skateboarding, hiking and video games as his 

hobbies.

FELIX ROSENQVIST
Varnamo, Sweden
Championships: 0
Wins: 1
Poles: 5
2023 Long Beach: 7th

#60

Meyer Shank Racing

Won his first INDYCAR SERIES race last year at Toronto after sitting on the pole. Was also on the 

pole at the Indy road course, Race 1. He finished fourth, one of his eight top-10 finishes in 2023. Was 

the 2022 NTT INDYCAR SERIES Rookie of the Year and is in his third season with Rahal Letterman 

Lanigan Racing. The son of famous European Rally champion Henrik Lundgaard, he has won various 

Danish and European karting titles as a youth and spent two seasons in the FIA Formula 2 series, 

scoring two wins and six podiums in 2020. He is an avid Call of Duty player. 

CHRISTIAN LUNDGAARD
Hedensted, Denmark
Championships: 0
Wins: 1
Poles: 2
2023 Long Beach: 14th

#45

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing

A laid-back Californian who goes snowboarding and plays the guitar, he is making his first 

official INDYCAR SERIES start this weekend and is a high school senior due to graduate in May. 

Competed in the 24 Hours of Daytona race where he was on a team that finished ninth in the LMP2 

class. Competed in seven different racing series in 2023. Won Rookie of the Year in INDY NXT by 

Firestone by finishing 3rd as a rookie with two wins (Detroit and Road America) and five podiums. 

Also earned two wins (Watkins Glen and Road Atlanta) in three IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 

Championship endurance races in the LMP2 class. Is a huge Bay Area sports fan.

NOLAN SIEGEL (R)

Palo Alto, CA
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: N/A

Dale Coyne Racing
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Want to join the best trained Race Officials in the business?  
How about having the best seat in the house for next year’s 
Grand Prix?   Join us throughout the year for some of the best 
amateur and professional road racing in the world and 
become one of the best of the best race volunteers! 
 

Contact us: calclubhq@calclub.com or 661-304-9382 and ask how! 
Visit our web site www.calclub.com 

 

 

 

 



Enters Long Beach having finished second the past two years. A long-time Formula 1 

racer with 180 starts, Grosjean also finished second at Alabama in 2023 and was sixth in 

Nashville. Overall has three poles, six top-threes and nine top-five finishes. In F1, he was on 

the podium 10 times, which included two career-best second-place finishes at Montreal and 

Circuit of the Americas in Texas. Away from the track, the Swiss native spends time with his 

family, and also supports his own eSports team. Has a passion for cooking and published a 

cookbook with his wife Marion.

ROMAIN GROSJEAN
Geneva, Switzerland
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 3
2023 Long Beach: 2nd

#77

Juncos Hollinger Racing

Entering his second season with Juncos Hollinger Racing. His best 2023 finish was 

12th three times (St. Pete, Texas and Toronto). Won 15 national championships in Argentina, 

including multiple titles in Super TC2000, Top Race V6 and Turismo Carretera categories. 

2018 Olimpia de Oro award winner as Argentine Sportsman Of The Year. Raced in the 

Rolex 24 At Daytona and 12 Hours of Sebring with Juncos Racing in 2019. Son of Alberto 

Canapino. First Argentine driver to participate in the Indianapolis 500 since 1940.

AGUSTIN CANAPINO
Arrecifes, Argentia
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: 25th

#78

Juncos Hollinger Racing

First full year with Meyer Shank Racing in INDYCAR after being part of its IMSA team. 

co-driving the Acura ARX-06 to victory at the 24 Hours of Daytona. It was his second 

straight Daytona win. Also won at Mosport. Additionally, joined the team’s INDYCAR SERIES 

program for races at Toronto, Portland and Laguna Seca. Was born in England and raised in 

New Zealand.

TOM BLOMQVIST (R)

Cambridge, England
Championships: 0
Wins: 0
Poles: 0
2023 Long Beach: N/A

#66

Meyer Shank Racing
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W hat do you get when you pair some of the 
most technologically advanced and swiftest 
race cars on the planet with the most iconic 

temporary race circuit in North America? A literal street 
fight that will be Saturday’s IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship battle at the Acura Grand Prix of Long 
Beach.

Two classes of cars – Grand Touring Prototype (GTP) 
and Grand Touring Daytona (GTD) – will challenge the 
1.968-mile, 11-turn circuit in a 100-minute skirmish starting 
at 1:35 p.m. Saturday. A total field of 27 cars is expected.

The reborn GTP class was the talk of the motorsports 
world a year ago and continues commanding praise 
and respect in 2024. Unlike the legendary GTP cars of 
the 1980s and ‘90s, the new GTP machines contain a 
hybrid-electrified power storage system that’s mated 
to a traditional internal combustion engine in each car. 
Together, it provides the necessary horsepower for these 
state-of-the-art rocket ships in a more sustainable fashion.

Four ultra-successful global auto manufacturers with 
winning motorsports histories – Acura, BMW, Cadillac 
and Porsche – will have GTP entries at Long Beach and 
the competition couldn’t be any closer entering the race 
weekend. The No. 7 Porsche Penske Motorsport Porsche 
963 won the season-opening Rolex 24 At Daytona and the 
No. 40 Wayne Taylor Racing with Andretti Acura ARX-06 
took honors at the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring. 

Those two cars are tied for the points lead in the class 
that should feature 10 entries at Long Beach. That list also 
includes the No. 6 Penske Porsche, which successfully 
utilized a final pit stop with no tire change to vault into the 
race lead here a year ago and roll on to victory.

The GTD class features cars that much more resemble 
those you see on the streets and highways every day, 
though their racing cousins are built to international GT3-

GTP and GTD Racers Ready to 
Roar around Iconic Long Beach 
Street Circuit

IMSA WEATHERTECH 
SPORTSCAR CHAMPIONSHIP 

NTT Indycar, IMSA WeatherTech, Formula Drift, Speed/UTV super trucks.
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IMSA WEATHERTECH SPORTSCAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP ENTRIES

GT
P

GT
D

NTT Indycar, IMSA WeatherTech, Formula Drift, Speed/UTV super trucks.

 DRIVERS & NATIONALITY TEAM & SPONSOR CAR TYPE	 TIRE	 ENGINE	    FEUL
01 Cadillac Racing

Cadillac Racing
Cadillac V-
Series.R

Michelin Cadillac VP R80 (P) Renger van der Zande NLD
 (P) Sebastien Bourdais FRA

5 Proton Competition Mustang Sampling Porsche 963 Michelin Porsche VP R80 (P) Gianmaria Bruni ITA
 (?) TBD ?

6 Porsche Penske Motorsport Porsche 963 Michelin Porsche VP R80 (P) Nick Tandy GBR
 (P) Mathieu Jaminet LUX

7 Porsche Penske Motorsport Porsche 963 Michelin Porsche VP R80 (P) Dane Cameron USA
 (P) Felipe Nasr BRA

10 Wayne Taylor Racing with Andretti
Acura / HRC / Konica Minolta

Acura ARX-06 Michelin Acura VP R80 (P) Ricky Taylor USA
 (P) Filipe Albuquerque PRT

24 BMW M Team RLL
BMW of North America

BMW M Hybrid
V8

Michelin BMW VP R80 (G)Jesse Krohn FIN
 (P) Philipp Eng AUT

25 BMW M Team RLL
BMW of North America

BMW M Hybrid
V8

Michelin BMW VP R80 (G)Connor De Phillippi USA
 (P) Nick Yelloly GBR

31 Whelen Cadillac Racing
Whelen / Cadillac Racing

Cadillac V-
Series.R

Michelin Cadillac VP R80 (P) Pipo Derani BRA
 (P) Jack Aitken GBR

40 Wayne Taylor Racing with Andretti
Acura / HRC / DEX Imaging

Acura ARX-06 Michelin Acura VP R80 (P) Jordan Taylor USA
 (G)Louis Deletraz CHE

85 JDC-Miller MotorSports
Trofi Pack / S3s / Wiha / OMP

Porsche 963 Michelin Porsche VP R80 (G)Tijmen van der Helm NLD
 (P) Richard Westbrook GBR

12 VasserSullivan Lexus RC F
GT3

Michelin Lexus E-10 (S) Frankie Montecalvo USA
 (G)Jack Hawksworth GBR

13 AWA
OMP / Racing Spirit / Urbinco / 

Sonic Tools / Westrock / Fat
Fork

Corvette Z06
GT3.R

Michelin Chevrolet E-10 (B) Orey Fidani CAN
 (G)Matthew Bell GBR

27
Heart of Racing Team
Heart of Racing

Aston Martin
Vantage GT3 Evo

Michelin Aston Martin E-10 (G)Roman De Angelis CAN
 (S) Spencer Pumpelly USA

28
Flying Lizard Motorsports
511 / CODI

Aston Martin
Vantage GT3 Evo

Michelin Aston Martin E-10 (B) Elias Sabo USA
 (S) Andy Lee USA

32
Korthoff/Preston Motorsports Mercedes AMG

GT3
Michelin Mercedes

AMG
E-10 (S) Mike Skeen USA

 (G)Mikael Grenier CAN

34
Conquest Racing
Corsa Horizon

Ferrari 296 GT3 Michelin Ferrari E-10 (S) Manny Franco USA
 (P) Albert Costa Balboa ESP

43
Andretti Motorsports
Gallant / MI / Window World

Porsche 911
GT3 R (992)

Michelin Porsche E-10 (S) Jarett Andretti USA
 (G)Gabby Chaves USA

45
Wayne Taylor Racing with Andretti
DEX Imaging

Lamborghini
Huracan GT3

EVO2

Michelin Lamborghini E-10 (G)Kyle Marcelli CAN
 (S) Danny Formal CRI

55
Proton Competition Ford Mustang

GT3
Michelin Ford E-10 (S) Giammarco Levorato ITA

 (S) Corey Lewis USA

57
WINWARD RACING
Techemet / First Horizon

Mercedes AMG
GT3

Michelin Mercedes
AMG

E-10 (S) Russell Ward USA
 (G)Philip Ellis GBR

66 Gradient Racing
JG Wentworth 877CASHNOW.com / Acura / HRC

Acura NSX GT3 Michelin Acura E-10 (B) Sheena Monk USA
 (G)Stevan McAleer GBR

70
Inception Racing McLaren 720S

GT3 EVO
Michelin McLaren E-10 (B) Brendan Iribe USA

 (G)Frederik Schandorff DNK

78
Forte Racing
GoBolt / O'Gara / Change Racing / Evtec

Lamborghini
Huracan GT3

EVO2

Michelin Lamborghini E-10 (S) Misha Goikhberg CAN
 (G)Loris Spinelli ITA

86
MDK Motorsports
MDK

Porsche 911
GT3 R (992)

Michelin Porsche E-10 (S) Kerong Li CHN
 (S) Anders Fjordbach DNK

89
VasserSullivan Lexus RC F

GT3
Michelin Lexus E-10 (P) Ben Barnicoat GBR

 (S) Parker Thompson CAN

96
Turner Motorsport
Turner Motorsport / Liqui Moly / Belle Haven

BMW M4 GT3 Michelin BMW E-10 (G)Robby Foley USA
 (S) Patrick Gallagher USA

120
Wright Motorsports Porsche 911

GT3 R (992)
Michelin Porsche E-10 (S) Adam Adelson USA

 (S) Elliott Skeer USA



specification racing standards. GTD is a true ProAm racing 
class, where at least one of the drivers in each car’s lineup 
must be rated Bronze or Silver according to the latest FIA 
world driver categorization.

With 17 GTD cars expected to race and 11 renowned  
auto manufacturers participating in the class, the 
competition is fiercer than ever. The No. 57 Winward 
Racing Mercedes-AMG GT3 won in GTD at the opening 
two races to secure the points lead, but those were in 
the two longest races on the schedule (24 and 12 hours, 
respectively) and on road courses at Daytona International 
Speedway and Sebring International Raceway. Battling 
on a concrete jungle like the streets of Long Beach is 
an entirely different animal (pun intended), so it will be 
fascinating to see how the GTD race plays out.

Every car entered in both GTP and GTD this weekend 
has a two-driver lineup, with both drivers mandated to 
be in the car for a minimum amount of time. Qualifying 
sessions on Friday afternoon will set the starting order for 
Saturday’s race.

This weekend marks the 19th time that IMSA’s top-
level series is racing at Long Beach. Past winners include 
names the likes of Scott Pruett, Simon Pagenaud, Lucas 
Luhr and the late Gil de Ferran. Drivers in this year’s field 
who’ve been overall Long Beach winners in the past are 
brothers Jordan and Ricky Taylor, Filipe Albuquerque, 
Felipe Nasr, Pipo Derani, Sebastien Bourdais, Renger van 
der Zande, and defending winners Mathieu Jaminet and 
Nick Tandy.

The Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach is the third 
of 11 events on the 2024 WeatherTech Championship 
schedule. The series returns to California next month for 
the Motul Course de Monterey Powered by Hyundai N at 
WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca from May 10-12. The 
season wraps up with the traditional Motul Petit Le Mans 
at Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta from Oct. 9-12.

Continued
IMSA WEATHERTECH 

With 17 GTD cars expected to race and 11 
renowned auto manufacturers participat-
ing in the class, the competition is fiercer 
than ever.
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LEARN MORE AT
IMSA.COM

2024RACE 
SCHEDULE

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

ROLEX 24
AT DAYTONA 
Jan 25-28

DETROIT 
STREET CIRCUIT 
May 31 - Jun 1

ROAD 
AMERICA 
Aug 2-4

SEBRING 
INTERNATIONAL 
RACEWAY 
Mar 13-16

MID- OHIO
SPORTS CAR 
COURSE 
Jun 7-9

VIRGINIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
RACEWAY 
Aug 23-25

LONG BEACH 
STREET CIRCUIT 
Apr 19-20

WATKINS GLEN 
INTERNATIONAL 
Jun 20-23

INDIANAPOLIS 
MOTOR 
SPEEDWAY 
Sep 20-22

WEATHERTECH 
RACEWAY 
LAGUNA SECA 
May 10-12

CANADIAN TIRE 
MOTORSPORT 
PARK 
Jul 12-14

MICHELIN 
RACEWAY 
ROAD ATLANTA 
Oct 9-12



Enhance your race experience by downloading our free Official 
Acura Grand Prix app! A big hit at last year’s race, the app is new 
and improved with information on the event, a daily schedule with 
on- and off-track event times, maps, Expo vendors and much 
more! You can enable push notifications and stay informed about 
events happening throughout the weekend, such as the INDYCAR 
autograph session, or other notices.  It features a GPS map so you 
can find the best route to your destination.  With the official app, 
you won’t miss a single part of all the action taking place at this 
year’s Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach! 

To download, go to the Apple App store for iPhones or Google 
Play for Android phones.

DOWNLOAD OUR 
FREE APP!
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1-800-441-6287Auto.  Home.  Pet.  Find Your Fit.© 2024 MacNeil IP LLC
Made in USA

This year, we’re celebrating National Clean Your FloorLiner Day all week by offering 20% off all our 
TechCare chemical solutions from April 15th to the 21st. Our TechCare line provides everything you need 

to thoroughly detail your vehicle to keep it looking as good—or even better than—the day it left the 
dealership. Visit WeatherTech.com to discover all you need to keep your car clean.

KEEP YOUR CAR
AHEAD OF THE PACK

TECHCARE®20% OFF

SHOP NOW



FENDER-BENDING ACTION IN 
LONG BEACH 

A                    fan favorite of the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach is the fender-bending action of the 
SPEED Energy Stadium SUPER Trucks. This 

exciting series features trucks racing in side-by-side 
action and going high in the air after launching off 
ramps in a pair of 30-minute races on both Saturday 
and Sunday.

Now in its 11th year, these identically-prepared high-
horsepower off-road trucks bash their way through the turns 
on the streets of Long Beach in action that has fans on their 
feet cheering wildly with every daring move.

The series brings founder Robby Gordon and his 
15-year-old son Max, who has been racing since he was just 
8 years old and scored his first career win at Long Beach 

Super Trucks Provide Non-Stop Action 
In A Pair Of 30-Minute Clashes 
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RJ ANDERSON

60986_NOS_Acura_Grand_Prix_of_Long_Beach_Fan_Guide_and_Print_Ad_85x11_ST`



SUPER TRUCKS
in 2022. Gavin Harlien is the defending series 
champion. Another truck to watch is the one 
driven by Matt Brabham, who won both Long 
Beach races in 2023.

The  SPEED Energy Stadium SUPER 
Trucks are on the track for a practice session 
on Friday from 12:15-12:45 p.m, with races on 
Saturday from 4-4:30 and Sunday from 3:30-4 
right after the NTT INDYCAR SERIES race.

Continued
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TIRES SQUEAL, ENGINES 
ROAR: Formula DRIFT Lights Up Long 
Beach Nights Once Again!

The excitement at night, that being Formula DRIFT, is back once again to 
close both Friday and Saturday nights at the Acura Grand Prix of Long 
Beach. 
Formula DRIFT has been a fixture at Long Beach for the past 15 years and 

has become a hugely popular event. Sliding cars and burning rubber results in 
loud applause and cheers from the fans for two hours on two nights. It takes 
place in Turns 9, 10 and 11, providing a drifting presence that continues this year.  

NTT Indycar, IMSA WeatherTech, Formula Drift, Speed/UTV super trucks.
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FORMULA DRIFT/SUPER DRIFT
2024 SCHEDULE

APRIL 12-13 – LONG BEACH
MAY 9-11 – ATLANTA
MAY 31-JUNE 1 – ORLANDO
JUNE 20-22 – ENGLISHTOWN, N.J.
JULY 18-20 – ST. LOUIS
AUG, 9-10 - SEATTLE
AUG. 19-31 – GRANTSVILLE, OHIO
OCT. 18-19 – IRWINDALE, CA

Long Beach is the first 2024 
event in the eight-event series. 

For more information, head to 
www.formulad.com

Both events have a Great 8 battle 
and a new winner each night. Some 
of the world’s best drifters and local 
heroes battle it out under the lights 
on the Long Beach track. It is smokey, 
it is fast and it is exciting. Style points 
count here and the drivers are out to 
impress the judges, which makes it 
thrilling to watch for the fans.

The action takes place Friday and 
Saturday nights from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
There is open seating in Grandstands 
16, 18, 24, 25 and 26, on a first- come, 
first-served basis. 

SUPER DRIFT 
CHALLENGE
Continued

A P R I L  / / 1 9 - 2 1 / /  2 0 2 4

54



55



LEGENDARY CARS SET 
TO ROAR AGAIN!

W hile Formula 1 cars helped to 
establish the Grand Prix of Long 
Beach, it has been Indy Cars 

that have become its signature series. 
And this year, many of the legendary 

cars from past races will be on the streets 
again for the Historic IndyCar challenge 
in two 20-minute races on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Long Beach fans will be treated to 
iconic Indy Cars like the multiple race 
winning 1972 Vel’s Parnelli Jones Racing 
dihedral winged Samsonite Special of Joe 
Leonard, Swede Savage’s ‘73 STP Eagle 
Offy, the 1978 Team McLaren Budweiser 
M24 of Johnny Rutherford, John Andretti’s 
Surfers Paradise Australia race winning 
1991 Pennzoil Lola, Zak Brown’s 1987 

NTT Indycar, IMSA WeatherTech, Formula Drift, Speed/UTV super trucks.
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LEARN MORE AT
IMSA.COM

WIN THE WEEKEND 
IS BACK FOR SEASON 2
The highly popular YouTube docuseries taking fans inside the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship is returning for a second season in 2024 and will be available for the first time 
this year on Facebook.

This year’s eight episodes will delve into the action of the Grand Touring classes, GTD PRO 
and GTD. Season 2 will capture all of the drama, excitement and competition of the  
GT3-spec classes featuring 11 of the world’s top auto manufacturers.
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HISTORIC INDYCAR

Newman Haas T87 Lola of Mario Andretti, the 1983 AJ Foyt/
George Snider Calumet Farms March Cosworth, along with 
Emerson Fittipaldi’s 1986 Marlboro March and 2013 Indy 500 
champion Tony Kanaan will drive McLaren’s 1974 Indy 500 
winning M16C.

The cars are first on the track Friday morning at 10:15 for 
a 20-minute practice session. They have a second practice 
session on Saturday at 7:40 a.m., followed by a race at 10:40 
a.m. The final race is Sunday morning at 10:40, providing 
a fitting build-up to the pre-race ceremonies for the NTT 
INDYCAR SERIES event.

A very special moment will be when Al Unser, Jr., six-time 
Long Beach winner and “King of the Beach,” drives the pace 
car to lead both races. 

Continued

At the heart of Lexus Racing lies a legacy forged on the track. A legacy built on precision, innovation and 
an unwavering commitment to excellence. We honor our storied past—one defined by groundbreaking 
achievements, historic moments and hard-won victories. But to us, the finish line is just the start. We have 
a history of making history. And a future for it, too.

RC F GT3 racecar shown. Trademarks shown are those of their respective owners. ©2024 Lexus, a Division of Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.

lexus.com/motorsports

@LexusRacingUSA

@VasserSullivan

RESPECT FOR THE PAST. 
RACE FOR THE FUTURE.
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GT America powered by AWS, 
the GT-only sprint racing 
championship produced by 

SRO Motorsports America, returns to 
the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach, 
April 19 - 21. Previously known as Pirelli 
World Challenge, the series features two 
40-minute sprint races during the Grand 
Prix weekend in support of Sunday’s 
featured NTT INDYCAR Series Acura 
Grand Prix of Long Beach. 

 In partnership with 5.11 Tactical, who 
will have a prominent presence as GT 
America’s presenting event partner, the 
series is reminiscent of SRO Motorsports 

GT AMERICA
Thrilling GT Sprint Racing 
Returns to the Streets of 
Long Beach 

America’s roots with its single-driver 
sprint race format while also providing 
an element of modernity with updated, 
newer racing machinery added and 
adapted to the SRO portfolio. 

 It is segmented into three classes 
based on car type and performance, such 
as GT3, GT2, and GT4, and the series 
sees a great deal of participation and 
representation from major manufacturers 
from around the globe. With brands 
including Acura, Audi, Aston Martin, 
BMW, Corvette, Lamborghini, Porsche 
and McLaren, among others, the series 
provides a wide array of competition and 
variety. 

 Mercedes-AMG has remained a 
preferred choice among drivers and 
teams in prior seasons, leading the 
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pack with the most entries in the 
GT3 Class, and capturing the last two 
championships with Memo Gidley and 
TKO Motorsports last year and George 
Kurtz and CrowdStrike by Riley in 2022. 
Aston Martin has secured the top spot 
with the most entries in the GT4 Class, 
with the GT2 field seeing a medley of 
manufacturers across the board. 

 Distinguishing each car by its 
engine output, power, and drivetrain 
configurations is a straightforward 
process, with the GT3 car standing out 
amongst the rest, boasting the most 
power and downforce, followed by GT2 
and GT4. Additionally, visual cues such 
as the side number panel and rear 
bumper number panel, differentiated 
by label and color, aid in identifying the 
class to which each car belongs. The 
GT2 class is marked by blue panels, 
red for GT3, and yellow for GT4.

 The grid will see a mix of drivers, 
with familiar names, veteran racers, 
and fresh competitors setting out to 
battle on the legendary Long Beach 
street circuit. The event will feature past 
Champions Kurtz, Johnny O’Connell, 
Jason Bell and three-time Long Beach 
winner James Sofronas combined with 
emerging talents Samantha Tan, Robb 
Holland, Elias Sabo, Kyle Washington, 
Justin Rothberg and others, aiming for 
victory in the streets of Long Beach.

 Audiences from around the globe 
can enjoy free live streaming coverage 
on SRO’s GTWorld YouTube channel 
or the official SROMotosports Twitch 
account. Follow all the action live 
and join the conversation on social 
media using the #GTAmerica and 
#GTLongBeach hashtags.

GT AMERICA continued

APRIL 5-7 – SONOMA 
APRIL 19-21 – LONG BEACH
MAY 3-5 – SEBRING
MAY 17-19 – CIRCUIT OF THE AMERICAS
JULY 19-21 – VIRGINIA
AUG. 16-18 – ROAD AMERICA
SEPT. 6-8 – BARBER MOTORSPORTS PARK
OCT. 4-6 – INDIANAPOLIS MOTOR SPEEDWAY

SRO AMERICA’S GT AMERICA 
POWERED BY AWS  

2024 SCHEDULE
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Driver 	  Hometown	 Year/Make/Model	
Connor O’Sullivan 	 Fairfield, CT	 2006 BMW/E46 M3
Daniel Stuke 	 Lakeville, MN	 2000 Nissan/Silvia Spec-R
Forrest Wang 	 Haleiwa, HI 96712	 1999 Nissan/Silvia 
Jonathan Hurst 	 Paducah, KY	 2005 Cadillac /XLR  
Kasey Kohl 	 Denver, CO	 1996 Nissan/240sx 
Robert Thorne 	 Edmond, OK	 2004 BMW/M3 
Rome Charpentier	 La Costa, Carlsbad CA	 2011 BMW/E82  
Trenton Beechum 	 Agoura Hills, CA	 2004 BMW/3

  Car#	 Driver	 Hometown	 Sponsor 
1 	 Gavin Harlien 	 Newport Beach,CA	 VP Racing Fuels
7 	 Robby Gordon 	 Orange, CA 	 SPEED UTV
8 	 RJ Stidham 	 San Diego, CA 	 Two Gunz Racing/Geiser Brothers
21 	 Zoey Edenholm 	 Scottsdale, AZ 	 AMC Global Investments SA
23 	 David Bernstein 	 San Diego, CA 	 Two Gunz Racing
28 	 Robert Stout 	 Brownsburg, IN 	 Continental Tire
50 	 Trey Hernquist 	 Encinitas, CA 	 Continental Tire/Alliance Air Products
57 	 Bill Hynes 	 Nazareth, PA 	 Thrill Cast
67 	 Ben Maier 	 Chester, MD 	 Power Plus
68 	 Blade Hildebrand 	 Yucca Valley, CA 	 SPEED UTV
77 	 Max Gordon 	 Lake Havasu, AZ 	 Continental Tire
83 	 Matt Brabham 	 Indianapolis, IN 	 Continental Tire

SUPER DRIFT CHALLENGE ENTRIES 

HISTORIC CHALLENGE ENTRIES 

STADIUM SUPER TRUCKS ENTRIES 
SPEED/UTV

Car#	 Driver	 Hometown	 Year/Make/Model
1 	 Scott Borchetta	 Nashville, TN 	 1985 Lola Red
1T 	 Chuck Jones 	 Stevensville, MI 	 1972 Parnelli VPJ-1 White/Yellow
2 	 Sam Every 	 Poughkeepsie, NY 	 1975 McLaren M16 1600 Wht/Yellow/Orange
3 	 Tony Kannan 	 Indianapolis, IN	 1974 McLaren 16 C/D 1600 Papaya
4 	 Charles Urwin 	 Millbrook, NY 	 1978 McLaren M24B Wht/Red/Blu
4T 	 John Sweeney 	 Kemmerer, WY 	 1991 Lola T9100 Yellow
5 	 Mark Swigart 	 Ridgecrest, CA 	 2007 Panoz DP01 1600 Blue/Silver
7 	 David A. Roberts 	 Carmel, IN 	 1978 Lightning Red/Wht
12 	 Jordan Roddy	 Bittern, Victoria 	 2005 Lola B05/00 Red/Yellow
14 	 Stefan Johansson 	 Poughkeepsie ,NY 	 1966 Eagle White/Red
14T 	 Michael McKinney 	 Pasco, WA 	 1977 Coyote - Foyt Red
20 	 David Felgenhauer 	 Napervile, IL 	 1986 March 86C Red/White
40 	 Ted Woerner 	 Carmel, IN 	 1972 Eagle Florsent Red
48 	 Lance Smith 	 Spring Valley, CA 	 1980 Eagle Blue
71 	 Urwin Jeff 	 Millbrook, NY 	 1978 Penske PC6 Blu/Red/Wht
75 	 Dennis Firestone 	 Yorba Linda, CA 	 1981 Eagle Red
120 	 Tim DeSilva 	 Palos Verdes Estates, CA 	 1995 Lola T9500 Red/Wht/Blu
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Working as a team is critical. 
No matter where you compete.

#weloveTMI | www.ricoh-usa.com

Digital Solutions | Professional Services | Information Technology



GT AMERICA ENTRIES

SR
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4

CAR #	 DRIVER	 TEAM	 Car Make/Model
    			     
  	

	 0	 	 Jason Bell	 Flying Lizard Motorsports	 Aston Martin Vantage AMR GT3 2024

	 3	 	 Johnny O’Connell	 SKI Autosports	 Audi R8 LMS GT3

	 04	 	 George Kurtz	 Crowdstrike by Riley	 Mercedes-AMG GT3

	 14	 	 James Sofronas	 GMG Racing	 Audi R8 LMS GT3

	 27	 	 Jason Daskalos	 CRP/Daskalos Motorsports	 Mercedes-AMG GT3

	 29	 	 Justin Rothberg	 Turner Motorsport	 BMW M4 GT3

	 32	 	 Kyle Washington	 GMG Racing	 Porsche 911 GT3-R (991.ii)

	 50	 	 Ross Chouest	 Chouest Povoledo Racing	 Mercedes-AMG GT3

	 70	 	 Mirco Schultis	 MISHUMOTORS	 Callaway Corvette Z06R GT3

	

	 10	 	 Dan Knox	 Lonestar Racing	 Mercedes-AMG GT2

	 44	 	 Brent Holden	 GMG Racing	 Mercedes-AMG GT2

	 58	 	 CJ Moses	 GMG Racing	 Audi R8 LMS GT2

	 102	 	 Alan Grossberg	 TPC Racing	 Lamborghini Huracan Super Trofeo EVO2

	 127	 	 Aaron Farhadi	 TPC Racing	 Lamborghini Huracan Super Trofeo EVO2

	

	 7	 	 Curt Swearingin	 ACI Motorsports	 Porsche 718 Cayman GT4 RS Clubsport

	 8	 	 Elias Sabo	 Flying Lizard Motorsports	 Aston Martin Vantage AMR GT4

	 13	 	 Todd Parriott	 Flying Lizard Motorsports	 Aston Martin Vantage AMR GT4

	 21	 	 Nicholas Shanny	 Carrus Callas Raceteam	 BMW M4 GT4 (G82)

	 25	 	 Gray Newell	 Heart of Racing Team	 Aston Martin Vantage AMR GT4

	 38	 	 Samantha Tan	 ST Racing	 BMW M4 GT4

	 69	 	 Todd Coleman	 Archangel Motorsports	 Aston Martin Vantage AMR GT4

	 098	 	 Isaac Sherman	 Rotek Racing	 Porsche 718 Cayman GT4 RS Clubsport

	 099	 	 Robb Holland	 Rotek Racing	 Porsche 718 Cayman GT4 RS Clubsport
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PRE-RACE
CEREMONIES

The pre-race ceremonies for this year’s Acura Grand Prix of Long 
Beach involve inspiring flyovers, Golden Knights parachuting onto 
the track, hot laps, a motorcycle champion and a “Fluffy” as grand 

marshal and National Anthem renditions from two amazing vocalists. 
There are pre-race ceremonies for the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 

Championship on Saturday and 
the NTT INDYCAR SERIES on 
Sunday.

The Grand Marshal is two-
time Dakar Rally motorcycle 
champion Ricky Barbec.  Fans 
will also see a vintage flyover 
from Condor Squadron, an 
all-volunteer not-for-profit 
organization based in Torrance. 
The national anthem will be sung 
by Alaina Arbiso, an aspiring 
artist from Orange County 
who is currently attending the 

Manhattan School of Music in New York City. The elite United States 
Army Golden Knights parachute team will land in multiple places on 
the racetrack, including the start/finish line.

 
The Saturday Honorary Starter is 

professional BMX rider and X-Games 
medalist Coco Zurita.

 

 

Acura Grand Prix 
Pre-Race Ceremonies 
Elevate Excitement!

Army Golden Knights 
parachute team

Alaina Arbiso

Condor Squadron

Ricky Barbec

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
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The Grand Marshal is actor and stand-up comedian Gabriel 

“Fluffy” Iglesias. Davey Hamilton will pilot the INDYCAR two-
seater in the “Fastest Seat in Motorsports” and recording artist 
and producer Tim Kepler will perform the national anthem. 
Kepler, a Riverside native, is the regular anthem singer for 
the Anaheim Ducks and the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim. 
Sunday’s pre-race festivities will also include an F/A-18 fighter 
jet flyover from the United States Navy Strike Fighter Squadron 
122, also known as the “Flying Eagles” stationed out of Lemoore 
as well as the United States Army Golden Knights parachute 
team.

 
Sunday’s Honorary Starter is Koji 

Watanbe, President of Honda Racing 
Corporation.

United States Navy 
Strike Fighter 
Squadron 122

Tim Kepler

Gabriel “Fluffy” Iglesias

SUNDAY
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There a lot of last-minute happenings at America’s #1 
Street Race and you won’t miss a thing, thanks to 
social media.  Visit the Grand Prix social media sites 

listed below to enter special prize contests, see photos, 
leave your feedback and get even MORE information – 
AND post your own photos, comments and stories – on 
all the fun during an action-packed weekend! 

NTT INDYCAR SERIES: INDYCAR.com 

IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship: 
imsa.com 

SPEED/UTV Stadium Super Trucks: 
stadiumsupertrucks.com

GT America: gtamerica.us

Formula Drift: formulad.com 

Historic Motor Sports Association: 
hmsausa.com

Our official website

GPLB.COM
has race and concert schedules and information Checkon other race weekend happenings. And, if 
you’ve got a favorite racing series, you can 

follow the cars and drivers year-round at their 
websites, listed below. 

Follow Acura Grand Prix on Social Media for the Latest Action
GET IN THE FAST LANE
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shop today at bubbagump.com 

COLLECTIONS 

AVAILABLE 

FOR A LIMITED 

TIME ONLY!

ICONIC ICONIC 
MERCHMERCH
Shop OurShop Our



Each disabled guest may be accompanied on race weekend by 
one attendant/ companion with a ticket in wheelchair seating 
grandstands. Tickets can be reserved in advance through 

the main ticket office, with information available at 888-827-7333. 
Disabled parking is available for ticket buyers and must be reserved 
in advance. You must have a “Reserved Parking Pass” along with 
your valid blue California disabled placard displayed on your car or it 
will be towed away at owner’s expense if parked in Disabled Parking 
spaces. Special carts are available on race weekend to provide 
transport if needed. To summon a cart or for any other assistance, 
call (562) 624-3681.

Assistance & Accommodations 
Available for Disabled Guests

ACCESSIBILITY 
AT ITS BEST
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888.850.6321  / UnitedSiteServices.com

EASY, SAFE & CLEAN  

ESSENTIAL  
SITE SERVICES
PORTABLE RESTROOMS
Largest inventory of equipment staged 
across 125+ locations

HAND WASHING/SANITIZING
Keep your patrons clean & safe

TEMPORARY FENCE
Ideal solution for sectioning-off areas

TRAILER SOLUTIONS
Different levels to fit your site and budget

ROLL-OFF DUMPSTER
Waste disposal solutions for a variety of material types and site conditions



RACING GOES GREEN

The NTT INDYCAR SERIES will continue to prepare for a more 
sustainable future as development continues with Chevrolet and Honda 
for the 2024 engine package. Testing of the 2.2-liter turbocharged V-6 
with hybrid technology will take place throughout 2024. 

Additionally, the IMSA Konica Minolta 
Business Center (KMBC) as well as its 
at-track business transporter have solar 
panels that power the units while also 
providing plug-in Level-2 charging for 
IMSA’s OEM partners and their vehicles 
used on site for Hot Laps, media events, 
product launches, and official safety 
vehicles, among other applications.

In IMSA, every car in its top-level Grand Touring 
Prototype (GTP) class uses a single-source hybrid 
powertrain developed by IMSA and its partners at the 
Automobile Club de l’Ouest (ACO) and suppliers Bosch, 
Williams Advanced Engineering and Xtrac. 

Among the highlights are the first use of 
Shell’s 100% Renewable Race Fuel and 
continued use of renewable diesel for all 
INDYCAR team transporters supporting 
the series. The use of the Firestone 
Firehawk alternate race tire with a green 
sidewall, made from guayule rubber, is in 
use on all street circuit races.

This hybrid powertrain system is coupled with internal 
combustion engines using a VP Racing Fuels blend that 
increases from 80% sustainable content initially. Eventually, the 
fuel will be 100% sustainable, greatly reducing or eliminating 
greenhouse gas emissions. New regulations for GTP require the 
double-stinting of racing tires – which currently contain more 
than 25% sustainable materials – thereby greatly reducing the 
sets of tires used during the course of the season.

Grand Prix and Its 
Racing Series Implement 
Top-Level Sustainability 

Measures

In addition to the efforts of the Acura Grand 
Prix of Long Beach, the racing organizations 
also take sustainability very seriously. This 

will be the most sustainable season in INDYCAR 
SERIES history, as the series and its teams continue 
to work to develop renewable technologies. 
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THANK YOU
TO OUR FAMILY OF IMSA PARTNERS

LEARN MORE AT
IMSA.COM



The Long Beach Convention Center, home of the Lifestyle Expo, 
generates more than 725 kilowatts of power each day from solar 
panels and has a “cool roof,” new LED lighting saves more than 62 
kilowatt hours annually, motion sensors are utilized throughout 
the facility, restroom facilities use low-gallon-per-flush models 
and there are more than 50 recycle bins.

Single-use plastic bottles are no longer used at the Convention 
Center or the Acura Grand Prix racetrack. All water from Grand 
Prix sponsor Pepsi will be served in 100% recyclable aluminum 
bottles with a BPA-free liner and sodas in aluminum cans.

The City of Long Beach is bringing its 
“Quench Buggy” to the Acura Grand 
Prix which will allow fans to refill their 
own water containers with filtered, City-
sourced water.

Specialized bins around the track will 
collect recyclable materials such as 
aluminum cans, plastic and cardboard.

In conjunction with Safety-Kleen, the Grand Prix 
recycles oil and petroleum waste from the race cars.

The Acura Grand Prix encourages 
race fans to take advantage of Long 
Beach Transit, Metrolink, the Metro A 
Line and the Aqualink, which provide 
fast, convenient service right to the 
gates of the Grand Prix from virtually 
anywhere in Southern California.

Bike enthusiasts who come to the races 
enjoy the GoActive LB Hub, where they can 
safely park their bikes or even rent them.

Many others get dropped off a block from the racetrack 
by taxi, Uber and Lyft. The official drop-off point is on 
First St. between Elm and Long Beach Blvd.

RACING GOES GREEN continued
The Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach and its partners continue to accelerate their sustainability 

initiatives in 2024, setting the pace for a greener future. Among these efforts:
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FAMILY FUN 
GALORE

The Lifestyle Expo inside the Convention Center has more 
than 100 attractions, including displays of cars, home, health, 
recreation, travel and the U.S. Armed Forces organizations, 

which everyone from kids to adults can enjoy.
The popular NTT INDYCAR SERIES Fan Experience is held 

here and new to this year, Cooler Master is bringing DYN X Racing 
Challenge simulators for a sim racing tournament. Fine brands like 
Omologato watches, Race Car Jewelry and MoonShine Chocolate 
will have displays, as well as Long Beach City College and Universal 
Technical Institute.

In the Long Beach Arena, the Expo’s Family Fun Zone has all-
new, free-to-ride “Lil’ Lightning Racers,” electric-powered cars for 
kids ages 3-7 to test their racing skills. There are also kid-friendly 
giant inflatables, a bungee jump and much more.

For a different experience, Long Beach’s famous Swan Boats 
are available for rent. They provide a relaxing time on the water in 
the lagoon near Turn 6 and the Hyatt Long Beach Hotel.

For those who enjoy watching team mechanics work on their 
race cars, the Historic Indy Car, GT America and Stadium SUPER 
Trucks series paddocks are located in the Expo. And in the Arena, 
see NTT INDYCAR SERIES technical inspections in progress along 
with the Super Drift cars positioned in their paddock. 

Exhibits and 
fun - free for 
all ages!
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EXPO HOURS

ACURA GRAND PRIX 
OF LONG BEACH

FRIDAY 8 AM – 6 PM
SATURDAY 8 AM – 6 PM
SUNDAY 8 AM – 5 PM
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The All-Star Jam featuring country music icons Gretchen Wilson, Eddie 
Montgomery, David Lee Murphy and SIXWIRE headlines the Acura Grand 
Prix of Long Beach’s Saturday night, April 20, concert while world-renowned 

DJ Ape Drums performs at Fiesta Friday presented by Acura. 
Both high-energy shows take place at approximately 6:30 p.m. on the plaza in 

front of the Terrace Theater adjacent to the Long Beach Convention Center. The 
concerts are free for same-day ticket holders. Space at the plaza is limited, so it’s 
first-come, first-serve for viewing. 

The All-Star Jam is a country party at the beach! Hitmakers Wilson (“Redneck 
Woman,” “Here For The Party”) Montgomery (of Montgomery Gentry, “Something 
to Be Proud Of,” “My Town”) and Murphy (“Dust On The Bottle,” “Everything’s 
Gonna Be Alright” with Kenny Chesney) are backed by the high-energy band 
SIXWIRE for a greatest hits show.  

Ape Drums is a Houston-born, Miami-based producer, DJ, musician and a 
member of the chart topping group Major Lazer. Ape’s signature sound mixes 
Caribbean and Latin-inspired rhythms with house music and pop.

On Tap Friday and Saturday Nights

HIGH-ENERGY 
PERFORMANCES

DAVID LEE MURPHY GRETCHEN WILSON EDDIE MONTOGOMERY APE DRUMS
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Discover the Endless Possibilities 
 at Yaamava’ Resort & Casino at San Manuel. 

CALIFORNIA’S #1  
ENTERTAINMENT DESTINATION

• Over 7,200 Slots: Most in the West
• Forbes Five-Star Spa
• Pool Oasis
• 5 High-Limit Rooms: Most Anywhere
• Exclusive Rooftop Lounge
• Over 30 Restaurants & Bars

Plan your visit today at yaamava.com!

777 SAN MANUEL., HIGHLAND, CA 92346 | 888-777-7404
MUST BE 21 OR OVER OR ENTER.

PLEASE GAMBLE RESPOSIBLY. 1-800-GAMBLER.
777 SAN MANUEL BLVD., HIGHLAND, CA 92346 | 888-777-7404 | YAAMAVA.COM | 777 SAN MANUEL BLVD., HIGHLAND, CA 92346 | 888-777-7404 | YAAMAVA.COM | 

New Kids On The Block 
July 1

Ringo Starr 
May 28

HeigHt
tHe
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SopHiSticationSopHiStication

Join Club Serrano today
for exclusive access to

shows and presale. 

BUY TICKETS TODAY AT 
YAAMAVATHEATER.COM

Keith Urban 
July 13



CELEBRATING RACING ICONS

Former Grand Prix of Long Beach 
winner, Takuma Sato, and two-time 
Top 10 finisher Katherine Legge are 

the latest drivers to be inducted into the 
Long Beach Motorsports Walk of Fame. 
A free, open-to-the-public ceremony was 
held on Thursday, April 18 at 11 a.m. The 
drivers unveiled beautiful 22-inch bronze 
medallions with their names and list of 
accomplishments, which forever will be a 
part of Downtown Long Beach on South 
Pine Ave. in front of the Long Beach 
Convention and Entertainment Center.

Sato won Long Beach in 2013, 
becoming the first Japanese-born driver 
to win an INDYCAR Series race. Overall 
he has four top 10 finishes here: he was 
5th in 2016 and 8th in 2012 and 2019.

Legge, the first female to be inducted 
into the Walk of Fame, finished 8th in 
2006 and 10th in 2007, and in 2005 
became the first woman to win a major 
North American open wheel race when 
she won the Atlantic Championship race 
here.  

“The Walk of Fame at the Grand Prix 

Takuma Sato

of Long Beach is a privilege, especially 
because it is always a race and a track 
that I love to compete on,” Sato said. 
“Winning the race here was such a 
significant moment for me.”

Legge echoed those thoughts: “I’m 
humbled to be alongside such legends of 
our sport, and I can’t express how much 
this means to me,” she said.

“We are thrilled to recognize Katherine 
and Takuma for their outstanding 
contributions to the world of motorsports,” 
said First District Councilwoman Mary 
Zendejas. “It is a true honor to have 
their accolades, engraved on exquisite 
medallions embedded on the sidewalks 
of our beautiful Downtown shoreline, 
which will be seen by racing fans from all 
over the world for many years to come.”

The Walk Of Fame, created in 2006, is 
a joint project of the City of Long Beach 
and the Grand Prix Association of Long 
Beach and each year during Acura Grand 
Prix of Long Beach week, new members 
are inducted and honored with a special 
open-to-the-public ceremony.

Katherine Legge

2006		 Dan Gurney, Phil Hill
2007		 Newman/Haas Racing,Christopher Pook, Brian Redman
2008 		 Mario Andretti, Gary Gabelich, Parnelli Jones
2009 		 Bobby Rahal, Al Unser Jr.
2010		 Michael Andretti, Danny Sullivan
2011		 Chip Ganassi Racing, Jimmy Vasser
2012		 Galles Racing, Scott Pruett
2013		 Adrian Fernandez, Paul Tracy
2014		 Gerald Forsythe, Dario Franchitti, Kevin Kalkhoven

2015		 Robby Gordon, Bryan Herta
2016		 Bruce Flanders, Roger Penske
2017		 Emerson Fittipaldi, Tommy Kendall
2018		 Helio Castroneves, Juan Pablo Montoya
2019		 Sebastien Bourdais, Will Power
2020		 Oriol Servia, Willy T. Ribbs
2022		 Alex Zanardi,Bill Auberlen
2023		 James Hinchcliffe, Ryan Hunter-Reay

WALK OF FAME PAST HONOREES

Sato and Legge Join Motorsports Walk of Fame
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CELEBRATING RACING ICONS

2015		 Robby Gordon, Bryan Herta
2016		 Bruce Flanders, Roger Penske
2017		 Emerson Fittipaldi, Tommy Kendall
2018		 Helio Castroneves, Juan Pablo Montoya
2019		 Sebastien Bourdais, Will Power
2020		 Oriol Servia, Willy T. Ribbs
2022		 Alex Zanardi,Bill Auberlen
2023		 James Hinchcliffe, Ryan Hunter-Reay
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OFF-THE-TRACK 
FOOD & FUN

Indulge in Culinary 
Delights and 
Refreshing Libations

Beyond the six great races and three days 
of non-stop fun in the Lifestyle Expo, the 
Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach also offers 

an unparalleled selection of great food and drink for 
all ages!

Located across the track behind Grandstand 
31 near Shoreline Village, the popular Food Truck 
Village offers the very best Southern California 
gourmet food trucks.

If you’d like a cold one, you can find Modelo 
beer at many locations within the Grand Prix track 
including at two sports bars, one in Marina Park 
behind Grandstand 31 and another on the Promenade 
near the entrance to the Convention Center. 

The Nocaut Tequila Club in Vendor Row offers 
refreshing tequila drinks featuring Nocaut’s fine 
selection of premium tequilas.

NOS energy drink has sampling at locations 
on the circuit behind Grandstands 16 and 31. And 
refreshers like Pepsi and Aquafina water are available 
throughout the circuit.

A Wayfinder Map at all entry points shows 

the many and varied food and beverage locations 
available around the race circuit. In addition, the 
Official Acura Grand Prix app (available FREE on 
iTunes and Google Play), has up-to-date information 
on locations and types of food and beverage available. 

 Don’t forget to visit the Sunday-only Mothers 
Exotic Car Paddock, featuring more than 100 exotic 
sports cars including Ferrari, Porsche, Lotus and 
many more. The Paddock is located between turns 9 
and 10 - across the LBCC bridge - and is open from 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

A P R I L  / / 1 9 - 2 1 / /  2 0 2 4
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The Laborers International Union of North America (LIUNA), founded in 
1903, has grown to more than a half-million members in the U.S. and 
Canada.
And for the past 49 years the Laborers of Local Union 1309, based in Long 

Beach, have been instrumental in providing the manpower necessary to set 
up, maintain and tear down the race circuit. They work very diligently to make 
the track safe so all concerned - fans and race teams - can enjoy America’s 
#1 Street Race. 

Local 1309 has also been responsible for developing and building much of 
the City of Long Beach and surrounding areas, including many of the parks, 
bridges, libraries, schools, freeways and city infrastructure used daily by 
residents. 

All LIUNA members are skilled and experienced to work safely in the 
construction and energy industries. They are certified to install rainwater 
catchment systems and trained to build water and sewer systems. 

They also work in every sector of the energy system, helping to build solar 
plants, wind farms and natural gas and oil pipelines, as well as being proficient 
in the maintenance of nuclear and coal power plant facilities. LIUNA Local 
1309 members are dedicated to creating a better community for all.

LIUNA LOCAL 1309
Building America’s Infrastructure for 49 Years
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LIUNA LOCAL 1309
PROUD SPONSOR OF THE 
ACURA GRAND PRIX OF 

LONG BEACH
LIUNA PACIFIC SOUTHWEST REGION
Regional Manager - Ernesto Ordonez

SOUTHERN CA DISTRICT COUNCIL OF LABORERS
Business Manager - Jon P. Preciado

LIUNA LABORERS LOCAL 1309
Business Manager/Secretary-Treasurer - Nicholas Santos



The Port of Long Beach is the nation’s premier gateway 
for trans-Pacific trade, handling cargo valued at 
$200 billion each year and supporting 575,000 jobs 

in Southern California, including one in five jobs in Long 
Beach.

For two decades, the Port of Long Beach has been 
making dramatic and documented gains in improving air 
quality, enhancing water quality in the harbor, protecting 
marine wildlife, and implementing 
sustainable practices throughout 
our Port. And we’re not finished – 
our goal is to have zero-emissions 
cargo-handling operations by 2030, 
with an additional goal of a zero-
emissions truck fleet by 2035.

A trailblazer in innovative goods movement, the Port 
is investing billions in advanced infrastructure to enhance 
velocity, efficiency, safety and sustainability of cargo 
movement.

Over the next 10 years, the Port is planning $2.2 billion 
in capital improvement projects, including a $1.6 billion 
rail hub in the Port designed to seamlessly integrate cargo 

flow into the national rail network, strengthening the 
Port’s competitiveness, facilitating the delivery of cargo to 
market and reducing traffic on our local roadways.

The Port is also pursuing a renewable energy plan to 
build “Pier Wind,” a proposed 400-acre marine terminal 
to serve as the West Coast base for assembly of massive 
offshore wind turbines. The turbines would be towed to 
sites off Central and Northern California, and enable the 

state to generate 25 gigawatts of 
electricity by 2045 – enough to 
power 25 million homes.

To help the local community 
seek careers in the goods movement 
industry, the Port partners with Long 
Beach Unified School District, Long 

Beach City College and Cal State Long Beach to offer 
educational programs, scholarships and internships for 
local students. In addition, the Port awards $2 million 
annually in community sponsorships and has the largest 
environmental grants program of its type in the nation at 
nearly $65 million.

 For more information, visit www.polb.com.

The Green PortPORT OF LONG BEACH
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The Green Port
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Out in Front
The Port of Long Beach is a global leader in moving cargo and sustainable development. 

Watch for our new zero-emissions Grand Prix pace car and learn more about the Port’s 

exciting plans for the future at our booth in the Expo Center!



GEAR UP FOR OPPORTUNITY
Offering Pathways to High-Demand Industries

Long Beach City College‘s (LBCC) School of Career 
Technical Education (CTE) is proud to be an Official 
Sponsor of the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach!
LBCC, one of the largest community colleges in 

California, encompasses state-of-the-art, technology-rich 
learning environments, a broad range of academic and 
career technical instructional programs, strong community 
partnerships, and economic and workforce development 
initiatives that prepare students with the skills and training 
necessary to be successful in the 21st century.

 The School of CTE is filled with various programs that 
make students career-ready once they complete their time 
at LBCC. Many are related to the auto industry – including 

automotive technology and advanced transportation 
technology. Other LBCC CTE programs include 
construction, culinary arts, cybersecurity, game design, 
electrical technology, fire science, metal fabrication, and 
welding.

Some programs require as little as three classes, and 
some take two years to complete. Many industries are 
looking for highly skilled CTE graduates where the labor 
demand is high.

 Future students can visit www.LBCC.edu/schedule-
classes for more information about registration and open 
classes. Summer 2024 Session runs from June 10 – Aug. 15 
and Fall 2024 Semester classes run from Aug. 26 – Dec. 14.

A P R I L  / / 1 9 - 2 1 / /  2 0 2 4
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GEAR UP FOR OPPORTUNITY
Offering Pathways to High-Demand Industries

91

WHAT IS
C AREER 
 T ECHNICAL 
E DUCATION?

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 
provides students of all ages with the academic 
and technical skills, knowledge, and training 
necessary to succeed in future careers and 
become lifelong learners.  Many industries are 
looking for these highly skilled graduates  
where labor demand is high.

At Long Beach City College, we offer a variety of  
CTE programs that make students career-ready. 
Let CTE be your partner in accomplishing your 
education and employment goals. Our teachers 
are pros in their fields with years of practical 
experience, and our industry partners keep us up 
to date on new technology and job opportunities.

As our world becomes more dependent on 
technology, the demand for skilled technical 
employees will continue to increase.

START YOUR NEW CAREER
TODAY!

www.LBCC.edu/cte
VISIT US



For 50 years, Los Angeles’ King Taco has been a 
mouthwatering fixture in L.A. County’s excellent 
Mexican culinary experience. From humble 

beginnings as a mobile taco-making station converted 
from an ice cream truck to its present-day expansion of 
more than 20 locations throughout Southern California, 
King Taco founders Raúl and Maria Martinez’s legacy has 
been the pinnacle of food and culture for half a century.

Which is why it’s only fitting that in the year 2024, 
King Taco and the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach also 
celebrate a milestone of their own: the 30th anniversary of 
their partnership. Visitors to the Acura Grand Prix of Long 
Beach know that King Taco has become synonymous with 
the event, flocking to King Taco’s familiar food trucks at 
various locations around the racetrack.

“It is an honor to return to the Acura Long Beach 
Grand Prix and we are especially excited to be celebrating 
our 50th anniversary this year as well,” said Maria G. 
Martinez, Co-Founder of King Taco Restaurants. “King 
Taco has been a long-time partner of this event, and we 
look forward to continuing this tradition in the great city of 
Long Beach.”

“Over the years, King Taco’s presence has become 
legendary as evidenced by the long lines we always see 
at their locations,” said Grand Prix President and CEO Jim 
Michaelian. “They have been and continue to be a great 
partner, not only for us but also the Long Beach community 
through their commitment to the Boys and Girls Club and 
we look forward to many more years together.”

Through the partnership agreement, King Taco 

KING TACO
Celebrating 50 years

annually donates 1,000 Sunday reserved-seat tickets to 
the Long Beach Boys and Girls Club, some of which get 
distributed to their fellow Clubs throughout Southern 
California. This has afforded thousands of underprivileged 
young people the opportunity to enjoy a day at the 
Grand Prix courtesy of King Taco, which is a remarkable 
achievement.

King Taco’s partnership includes on-track visibility 
and colorful signage in key locations, including on the 
large permanent bridge over Shoreline Drive past the 
start/ finish line heading into Turn 1 of the racetrack.

King Taco has become more than just a food vendor 
at the Acura Grand Prix; the synergy between the two 
organizations has helped fulfill Michaelian’s and current 
King Taco President/CEO Raul D. Martinez Jr.’s vision of 
bringing people together in the spirit of community and 
camaraderie that defines the City of Long Beach. Together, 
both companies have transformed the race weekend into 
a celebration of speed and gastronomy, where fans attend 
to quench both their need for speed and excitement while 
satisfying their own appetites.

The Grand Prix Association of Long Beach 
congratulates King Taco on 50 years of excellence and 
thanks them for 30 years of partnership and a lifetime of 
memories with more to come.
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In 1957, O’Reilly Automotive, Inc., was founded in a 
single store with just 13 employees in Springfield, 
Missouri. In 1993, with more than 100 stores and a 

growing distribution network, the company’s long-range 
plans and stability were solidified by a public offering of 
company stock on the Nasdaq Stock Market, under the 
symbol ORLY.

 Today, O’Reilly Auto Parts is one of the largest specialty 
retailers of automotive replacement parts, tools, supplies, 
equipment, and accessories in the United States, serving 
both professional service providers and do-it-yourself 
customers. The company currently operates more than 
6,100 stores in 48 U.S. states, Puerto Rico, Mexico, and 
Canada. As an associate sponsor of the Acura Grand 
Prix, their brightly-colored logo will be highly visible on 
racetrack signage, plus the pedestrian bridge in Turn 
2 – The “O’Reilly Turn” – near the picturesque Dolphin 
Fountain.

From Humble 
Beginnings to 
Automotive Giant

O’REILLY 
AUTO PARTS
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AROUND THE CORNER...
ACROSS THE NATION

With OVER 6,100 O’Reilly Auto Parts stores in  
48 states, we’re never far from home.

FREE TESTING
of alternators, 

batteries, & starters.

FREE RECYCLING
of oil, gear oil, oil filters,

transmission fluid, 
& batteries.

CHECK ENGINE
FREE check engine 

light testing.

WIPER BLADES
FREE wiper blade 

installation.  Applies
to most vehicles.

WE LOAN TOOLS
Borrow the specialty 
tool you need to get 

the job done.

ADV 1954OReillyAuto.com



GT AMERICA
GT Sports Car Sprint-
Race Doubleheader

Now in its fourth season, SRO 
America’s GT America Powered 
by AWS series showcases the 

history of single-driver GT sprint racing 
while providing a home to some of the 
most modern race cars in SRO’s portfolio. 
With two races this year, on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons, GT America features 
40-minute sprints with three classes of 
cars – GT3 GT2 and GT4 – all racing at 
the same time. Manufacturers Acura, 
Audi, Aston Martin, BMW, Porsche, 
McLaren, Lamborghini, Mercedes-AMG 
and more are represented.

The GT3 cars are the top-tier class 
and typically battle for the overall victory. 
The GT2 class features cars just as 
powerful, and sometimes with even more 
horsepower, than the GT3 machines 
but without the top division’s ground-
hugging aerodynamics. GT4 is home to 
smaller and less powerful sports cars 
but sometimes this class features the 
best battles in the series. Races start at 
4:45 p.m. Saturday and again Sunday at 
4:20 p.m., with the latter sprint the final 
race of the 2024 Acura Grand Prix of 
Long Beach.

SATURDAY 
4:45PM

SUNDAY 
4:20PM
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Now in its 33rd year, the Grand Prix Foundation of Long Beach raises and distributes charitable funds to the Long 
Beach City College Career Technical Education (CTE) program through events held in conjunction with the 
Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach. This year, the Foundation hosted its popular Grand Prix 5K – “Run the Course” 

– on Sunday, April 14, an event that let participants run/walk on the famed Long Beach race circuit in a fun, family-
oriented 5K, complete with finishing medals, displays and hospitality. 

The Foundation also supports the Robert E. Leslie Scholarship program giving $1,500 grants to seven Long Beach-
area high school seniors, donates race tickets/ hospitality packages to charitable and civic organizations for their fund-
raising and organizes and assists in bringing physically or mentally challenged youngsters to a day at the races. For 
more information about the Foundation and its activities, visit gpflb.com or call (562) 490-4509.

More Than $4 Million Has 
Gone to Local Charities 

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
about the Foundation 

and its activities,
visit 

gpflb.com 
or call 

(562) 490-4509
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FOR MORE
INFORMATION YOUR INSIDE 

TRACK FOR 
COMPLETE 
COVERAGE

From start to finish, the Press-Telegram has you covered 

with outstanding reporting on this year’s Acura Grand Prix 

of Long Beach. In print or online, no one covers the 

Grand Prix and Long Beach like the Press-Telegram.

For convenient home delivery go to 

PRESSTELEGRAM.COM/SUBSCRIBE

presstelegram.com



Join the “Red Coats” for a weekend celebration!
COMMITTEE OF 300

Doug Adkins
Brian Aldrich 
Ramon Aldana 
Jose Alvidrez 
Raymond Anderson
Dale Arakawa
Frank Arens 
John Arens 
John Jr Arens
Charles Arzo
Rosie Badajios
Jessica Badran
Alexander Beck
Felicia Behar
Steve Beatty
Scott Benz
Abbie Brewer
Johnthan Brookner
DeeDee Brooks
Derek Brown
Allen  Boobar
Susan Bruce
Virgina  Cantu

Carlos Canepa
Richard Carry
Larry Carter
Greg  Caruso
Larry Case
Ruselle Cherry 
Naveen Choda
Lana Chrisman
Daniel  Corte
Phyllis Covey
Brent Cole
Rena Collins
Bill Crui+kshank
Biagio Cuomo
Nury Curtis
Alba Danley
Stephanie Davis
Doreena Daniel
Irene De La Serna
Chenith Douglass
Carl Earhart
Jim Edwards
Ernie Estrada

Jenny Ferguson
Ron Ferguson
Martha Forero
Victor Galich
Chris Gehman
Anglea Gehman
John Geisser
Kiran Gidwani
Gary Gordon
Anthony Gonzales
Juan Gonzales
Stephanie Gonzales
Mark Gray
Ernie Grai Chen 
Knust
Gerald  Grimaldi
Natlie Hale
Jade Harris
Bill Hartman
Christopher 
Hazbourn
Neil Hirsch
Demytra Holloway

Pete Holman
Cleveland Holden 
Tom Horvalth
Audra House
Pam  Dutch Hughes 
Karmel Humphrey
Arturo Hverta Jr.
Patricia Hverta 
Dino Hyman
Judie Johnsen
Michael Johnsen
Kat Johl
Charles Jordan
Michael Kerlegon 
Ken Kern
Ed Klotz
Lewis Khashan
Greg  Kutzbach 
Cheryl LaMmon
Lesley Lawrenson 
Aaron Laverde 
Peggy Lebrecht
Jennifer Lee

Danny Lepore
Sandra Ma
Joe  Macias 
Peter Magalhes 
Jay Marinkovich
Ruben Marquina
Ramon Marquez
Ambrose Martin
Thomas McDaniel
Julie Meraz
Robert Meyer
Patti Maude
Deborah McNamara
Susan Mrock
Pat Mohler
Dian Morris
Delia Arian Nava
Tiffany Nickens
Wayne Neyenhaus
Ted Obole
Danielle Ojeda
Bob Pace
Denise Paige

Karen Pasion
Mike Philips
Steve Pennington
Chad Phuong
Kelly Pierce
Raymond Portillo 
Brandon  Riddle
Larry Riddle
Ryan Riddle
John Ridgley
Susan Ridgley
Tammi Rocha
John  Rodriguez
David Rose
Sharon Rutledge
Juan Sanchez 
Raymond Sandoval 
Susan Saint
Gregorly Santana
Davidlee Schmidt
Ken Schoffstoll
Nadia Shamma
Andrew Sibrie

Alexander Siqueiros 
Jeremiah Snyder
Bert Sosa
Vivian Tondreault
Alice Trujillo
Jeremy Uribe
Diane Valdez
JP Valdez
Greg  Van Hof Wegen
Cheryl Vargas
Lisa Viets
Justin Virk
Trase Waller
Chuck  Weaver
Tom  Webb
Debbie Weers
Pat Welsh
Gary Wojeiechowski 
Lance Woods
Yosi Zaragoza
Amy Zitko

2024 COMMITTEE OF 300

If you’re looking for a fun-filled race weekend experience, look 
no further than Club C300, located behind Grandstand 24.

It’s a great three-day getaway location that includes 
reserved grandstand seats, catered breakfast and lunch (Sat./
Sun.), closed-circuit TV, entertainment, full no-host bar and 
access to the NTT INDYCAR SERIES Paddock.

And it’s all presented by the Committee of 300 – the famous 
“Red Coats” – who assist and staff the race with volunteers in a 
variety of capacities such as grandstand supervisors, helping race 
fans to find their seating, ATMs, food, restrooms and providing 
information about local City of Long Beach restaurants and 
attractions.

The C300 was founded to assist with the Inaugural Long 
Beach Grand Prix in 1975.  Today, along with race weekend service, 
they also use their time and talent to promote the race 
at car shows, other racing venues, fundraisers and 
special events.

For more information about Club C300 or 
Committee of 300 membership, call (562) 981-
9200, visit committeeof300.com or stop by the 
Club C300 on race weekend for a close-up 
look at all the fun!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
about Club C300 or 

Committee of 300 membership, call

(562) 981-9200
visit committeeof300.com 

or stop by the Club C300 on race weekend 
for a close-up look at all the fun.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
about Club C300 or 

Committee of 300 membership, call

(562) 981-9200
visit committeeof300.com 

or stop by the Club C300 on race weekend 
for a close-up look at all the fun.

Board of Directors 
Jessice Badran, President
Karen Pasion, President Elect
Ted Obole, Secretary 
Sandra Ma, Newsletter 
Pat Welch, Media
Judie Johnsen, CFO
Brandon Riddle, Club 300
Doreena Daniel, Membership		
Charles Arzo, Promotions
Chris Gehman, Race Day
Anglea Gehman, Activities
Derek Brown, Past President
Phyllis Covey, Office

				  
In Memory 				  
Pat Mohler
Rich Carry
Patcria Ann Walker
Chuy Villasenor
Jackie Cramer Wetenkamp 
Kelly Brown
Pat Vickers Tanner
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Off-Track Activities to Enjoy All Weekend

ENTERTAINMENT
EXTRAVAGAZNZA
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The Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach has a lot of great activities beyond what happens on the track. Here is 
a rundown of everything happening all weekend.

 
FRIDAY, APRIL 19 5-6 P.M. – NTT INDYCAR SERIES FAN APPRECIATION ACTIVITY

Get the autographs of NTT INDYCAR SERIES stars like Scott Dixon, Josef Newgarden and Alexander Rossi, as 
well as defending Series champion Alex Palou and Valencia’s Colton Herta at the NTT INDYCAR SERIES Fan 
Appreciation activity, beginning at 5:00 p.m. in the INDYCAR Paddock and open to all spectators.

FRIDAY, APRIL 19 6:30-8 P.M. – DJ APE DRUMS 

A special 6:30 p.m. concert presented by Acura will feature DJ Ape Drums performing Friday evening on the 
Convention Center concert stage in front of the Long Beach Convention Center’s Terrace Theater.  It’s free with 
your race ticket, but space in the Plaza is limited and will be available on a first-come, first-served basis so arrive 
early!

 SATURDAY APRIL 20 6:30-8 P.M. – ALL-STAR JAM CONCERT PRESENTED BY ACURA

A special 6:30 p.m., concert from All-Star Jam with Gretchen Wilson, Eddie Montgomery and David Lee Murphy 
backed by the band SIXWIRE takes place on the Convention Center concert stage in front of the Long Beach 
Convention Center’s Terrace Theater.  It’s free with your race ticket, but space in the Plaza is limited and will be 
available on a first-come, first-served basis so arrive early!
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21 10 A.M-4 P.M. - Exotic Cars Display

More than 100 classic and exotic cars on display from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Mothers Exotic Car Paddock, just 
across the bridge east of Turns 9-11.  It’s free with your race ticket.

ALL WEEKEND

Put an enjoyable topping on your race weekend with a visit to the Lifestyle Expo/Family Fun Zone. The Expo 
features more than 100 exhibits for your car, home, travel, recreation and lifestyle. Go to the Cooler Master 
display next to Acura and try your hand at the Dyn X Challenge, a sim racing tournament running all weekend 
for race fans to drive the Acura Grand Prix course using Cooler Master’s advanced sim racing equipment! The 
Family Fun Zone in the Arena section features Lil’ Lightning Racers electric-powered cars, racing simulators, 
bungee jumping and much more. The Expo also hosts the Historic Indy Car, Formula D Super Drift, SRO GT 
America and Stadium SUPER Trucks paddocks, as well as the NTT INDYCAR SERIES technical inspection area.  
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bancofcal.com/grandprix

Banc of California is proud to support our client Grand Prix 
Association of Long Beach.
At Banc of California, we strengthen California’s economy by helping our 
clients grow their businesses, create jobs, transform neighborhoods, enrich 
communities and empower their dreams.

© 2024 Banc of California. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

TOGETHER WE WIN®

DRIVING LONG BEACH’S 
ECONOMY.
IMPACTING 
COMMUNITIES.

Jim Michaelian - President and CEO

“The Difference is to be The Difference is to be 
 able to shift the gear for more  able to shift the gear for more 
 thrill every year thrill every year”



THANK YOU SPONSORS
ACURA
Acura is a top luxury automotive nameplate that delivers Precision Crafted Performance – a commitment to evocative 
Acura. Acura is a leading automotive nameplate that delivers Precision Crafted Performance – a commitment to expressive 
styling, high performance and innovative engineering, all built on a foundation of quality and reliability. The Acura lineup 
features five distinctive models – the ILX and TLX sport sedans, the RDX and MDX sport-utility vehicles and the next-
generation, electrified NSX supercar. Acura’s sales and marketing headquarters is located in Torrance, California, alongside 
the company’s Los Angeles R&D Center and the Acura Design Studio. Eighteen authorized Acura dealerships deliver 
exceptional vehicle offerings and client service across Southern California. Visit Acura.com and socalacuradealers.com for 
more information. 

AT&T
Supercharge your next road trip with AT&T In-car Wi-Fi. Take your car on a new adventure loaded with a full tank of 
Wi-Fi power. Powering features like real-time GPS, voice assistance, streaming music, and Wi-Fi. Keeping you and your 
passengers connected no matter where the adventure takes you.  AT&T covers more roads than any other carrier so explore 
the open roads and AT&T In-car Wi-Fi will be there to keep you connected.* Click the logo link to find out if you are eligible 
for a free trial today. *Based on independent third-party data.

BANC OF CALIFORNIA 
With more than $10 billion in assets, Banc of California is the only full-service, midsize bank focused exclusively on 
California. Banc of California provides innovative banking and lending products to diverse businesses, entrepreneurs and 
communities throughout California. Banc of California helps their clients grow their businesses, purchase a home, create 
jobs, transform neighborhoods, enrich communities and empower their dreams. By supporting community organizations 
that provide financial literacy and job training, small business support and affordable housing, Banc of California helps to 
grow our state’s economy and build a more positive and inclusive future for Californians. 

BROKEN EARTH WINERY
Our story begins at Continental Vineyards. A 2500-acre parcel of land quietly harboring stories of hard-working caballeros, 
cattle barons and grape growers whose dedication and vision shaped this place. Originally named Rancho Tierra Rejada 
“Land of worked earth,” it is the determination of those who preceded us, and our care for this land that makes our wines 
unique. Our wines are bold representations of the place where they were born. Crafted with minimal intervention to reflect 
the soil, fruit and character of this place. We practice Innovation in growing with a keen interest in sustaining the environment 
and promoting Paso Robles. We adopt a philosophy to provide wine that reflects the personality of where it is sustainably 
grown. Protecting the land has always been at the forefront of how we manage our vineyard. We are proud to be a California 
Certified Sustainable Vineyard.

BUBBA GUMP 
It’s casual, it’s fun, and it’s for the entire family! Enjoy “Stuffed Shrimp, Shrimp Po’boy, Peel ‘n’ Eat Shrimp, ….” But it’s not 
just about shrimp. There’s Mahi Mahi, Bone-In Rib Eye Steaks, Hamburgers, Cold Beer, and incredible Specialty Cocktails! 
Down home cookin’ with a down home warmth, just the way Forrest and Bubba would have done it! CORONA HARD 
SELTZER Say hola to the incredibly refreshing world of Corona Hard Seltzer. Gluten-free, only 90 calories, and available in 
a selection of refreshing flavors, Corona Hard Seltzer is made to be enjoyed in one place and one place only—the moment. 

CV WINES
CV Wines represents the culmination of decades of wine-growing excellence at Continental Vineyard. As a producer of highly 
allocated wines, CV Wines is dedicated to crafting exceptional Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, and red Bordeaux-
style blends that exemplify the essence of the vineyard. With a relentless pursuit of quality, our wines are renowned for their 
food-friendly nature, age-worthiness, and distinctive personality. Rooted in tradition yet driven by innovation, CV Wines 
stands as a symbol of artistry and mastery, offering connoisseurs an unparalleled experience in every bottle.

COOLER MASTER
Cooler Master was founded in 1992. During 30 years of development, we have gradually developed from an initial heat sink 
hardware supplier to a global technology group that integrates R&D, manufacturing, and retail. In Taipei: We have created 
a professional research and development center. In Huizhou and Kunshan: It has built smart technology production bases. 
In Shanghai: We have cultivated an innovative and creative marketing team. 

Our business units are distributed in the United States, Europe, Asia Pacific and Australia and around the world in many 
different countries and regions. Our industrial development ranges from 5G communications, Internet technology to the 
cloud field; from new energy technology to consumer products and automotive fields. With the expansion of the industry, 
we are becoming more and more abundant in R&D technology. No matter how we develop, we always adhere to the 
scientific and pragmatic R&D spirit, intelligent and innovative manufacturing strength, and provide the professional and 
perfect cooling solutions for our customers.
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THANK YOU SPONSORS continued
CORONA HARD SELTZER
Say hola to the incredibly refreshing world of Corona Hard Seltzer. Gluten-free, only 90 calories, and available in a selection 
of refreshing flavors, Corona Hard Seltzer is made to be enjoyed in one place and one place only—the moment.
 
FIRESTONE
The Firestone brand has participated in world-class motorsports events for more than a century, and racing has played an 
integral role in building and shaping Firestone into the time-tested, iconic brand it is today. Harvey Firestone, the brand’s 
founder and a pioneer of sports marketing, was one of the first to use racing as the ultimate proving ground for his tires. Ever 
since Ray Harroun’s Firestone-equipped Marmon Wasp won the inaugural Indianapolis 500® in 1911, Firestone has worked 
to constantly evolve and advance race tire technology. Firestone has served as INDYCAR’s sole tire supplier since 2000, and 
the brand’s on-track success translates to durable, dependable performance and uncompromising quality on the open road.

HILTON LONG BEACH 
As the Official Hotel for the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach, the Hilton Long Beach will serve as the credential office and 
also host many official events during race weekend. The hotel’s international ambiance, the friendliness of its staff and first 
class accommodations will make anyone’s visit a memorable experience. 

KING TACO 
For 50 years, King Taco has been recognized as a leader in Mexican Fast Food Service. Its consistency and commitment to 
provide only the best in authentic Mexican food has allowed the company to expand in Los Angeles County. Quality, service, 
cleanliness and value are hallmarks for its successful image and reputation, and King Taco returns to the Grand Prix of Long 
Beach to satisfy the appetites of fans during race weekend. 

KORBEL CHAMPAGNE 
Winners drink Korbel Champagne and, appropriately, the Official Winner’s Circle Champagne for the Grand Prix of Long 
Beach is Korbel, America’s favorite premium methode champenois for more than 120 years. Korbel actively supports the 
U.S. Olympic, Paralympic and America’s Cup teams and, for the past 24 years, has been the exclusive champagne of U.S. 
presidential inaugurations. Korbel was named American Winery of the Year by Wine Enthusiast Magazine in 2008.

LIUNA
The Laborers’ International Union of North America—is the most progressive, aggressive and fastest growing union of 
construction workers, and one of the most diverse and effective unions representing public service employees. LIUNA 
members are on the forefront of the construction industry – a sector that is a powerhouse of 12 million workers producing 
5 percent of our countries’ economic output. A half-million strong, we are united through collective bargaining agreements 
which help us earn family-supporting pay, good benefits and the opportunity for advancement and better lives. 

LONG BEACH CITY COLLEGE 
Long Beach City College, one of the largest community colleges in California, is a two-year program that encompasses 
state-of-the-art, technology-rich learning environments, a broad range of academic and career technical instructional 
programs, strong community partnerships, and economic and workforce development initiatives that prepare students 
to be successful in the 21st century. The School of Career Technical Education (CTE) provides students of all ages with 
the academic and technical skills, knowledge, and training necessary to succeed in future careers and become lifelong 
learners. CTE is filled with various programs that make students career-ready once they complete their time at Long Beach 
City College. 

MODELO 
Modelo started brewing in 1925 in the small town of Tacuba, Mexico. Modelo Especial is a golden, full-flavored Pilsner-style 
Lager. Other varieties include Modelo Negra , Modelo Chelada Especial and, most recently, Modelo Chelada Tamarindo 
Picante.

MODELO ORO 
Forged with more than 90 years of experience, Modelo Oro is the gold standard of light beer. Modelo’s golden flavor delivers 
an exceptionally smooth, elevated taste and a light beer with a crisp, clean finish. Modelo Oro is 90 calories and 3 carbs, and 
available in 12-pk,12-oz slim cans and 24-oz single-serve cans. 
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MOTHER’S HIGH PERFORMANCE CAR CARE 
Mothers® High Performance Car Care is proud to be the Official Car Care Sponsor of the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach – 
Southern California’s premier racing event. On Sunday, you’re invited to head over to the Mothers® Exotic Car Paddock near turn 
9 to see a collection of some of the world’s most desirable supercars and hypercars. Enthusiasts around the world trust Mothers® 
for its premium-grade vehicle care products. With a broad array of vehicle care products under its California Gold®, Ultimate 
Hybrid®, CMX®, Speed®, PowerBall®, Back-to-Black® and Professional lines, Mothers® has you covered. Whether it’s your daily 
driver, muscle car, import, exotic or race car – remember, there’s no shine like Mothers®!
 
Visit Mothers.com for more information, along with a host of “how-to videos” and Mothers® car care tips at DetailGuide.com. 
Another great resource is its car enthusiast-driven Facebook feed at facebook.com/mothersusa.

MOTUL
Motul is a world class French company specializing in the formulation, production and distribution of high-tech engine lubricants 
(two-wheelers, cars and other vehicles) as well as lubricants for industry via its MotulTech activity. Unanimously recognized 
for more than 160 years for the quality of its products, innovation capacity and involvement in the field of competition, Motul is 
also recognized as a specialist in synthetic lubricants. As early as 1971, Motul was the first lubricant manufacturer to pioneer the 
formulation of a 100% synthetic lubricant for automotive engines, the 300V lubricant, making use of Esters technology and issued 
from the aeronautical industry. Throughout the years, Motul has gained experience as an official supplier to many racing teams 
and manufacturers and contributes with them to further technological development in motorsports. Motul is supporting those 
teams in international competitions such as: 24 Hours of Le Mans (cars and motorcycles), FIA World Endurance Championship, 
Super GT, Drift, Pikes Peak, Japanese championship Super Formula, Blancplan Endurance & Sprint Series, MotoGP, World 
Superbike, MXGP, Endurance World Championship, Supercross, IOM IT, Ice Speedway Gladiators World Championship, F1 Boat 
and scores of others. 

NOS
NOS has been one of the fastest-growing national energy drink brands outpacing the category and all major competitive brands. 
NOS is a gritty brand providing high performance energy for consumers to get stuff done; less about the stunts, female models 
and fantasy than its competitors. 

NTT 
NTT is a fully integrated technology, networking and innovation services leader that helps enterprises exceed their digital 
transformation goals. More than 80 percent of Fortune 100 companies trust NTT for security expertise and world class services 
including consulting, cloud, networking and systems integration. Significant ongoing investments in R&D reinforce our foundation 
in digital and cutting-edge technologies including AI, IoT, and quantum computing. NTT companies, including NTT DATA, NTT 
Communications, Dimension Data and NTT Security, generate over $106 billion in annual revenue worldwide by providing new 
and highly valued ways of serving our clients and society as one NTT. 

NOCAUT TEQUILA
Nocaut Tequila is made with the highest and most rigorous stereotypes of excellence for its preparation. Starting from the 
cultivation of the generous lands of Jalisco and the selection of the best agaves. Only the noblest plants are processed for 
preparation, the green stems are cooked by hand over low heat in traditional ovens and are transformed into the sweet and 
caramel golden agaves. The sweet pineapples of the cooked agave are discarded in colonial ways to extract the affectionate 
honeys of the plant and led to a slow process of fermentation and double distillation. The mastery and control in the art of our 
process evolves the spirit of the sculptural plants of the Tequilana Weber Azul agave into magic and mysticism. The experience 
of facing a tequila of the highest quality must be subjected to its verification.

O’REILLY AUTO PARTS 
Since 1957, O’Reilly Auto Parts has been committed to serving our professional and do-it-yourself customers with all of their 
after-market automotive needs through a team of dedicated, knowledgeable parts professionals. Today, with more than 6,000 
locations, O’Reilly Auto Parts is just around the corner, all across the nation and ready to serve you. 

OMOLOGATO
With more than 25 years watch making experience, it designed and manufactured for a number of well known watch brands 
before we launched our very own - Omologato started with the ethos of bringing affordable and high quality watches to people 
who live for Motorsport. A substantial part of its profits go back in to motorsport, so your interest in our brand is not just to sell a 
watch, it helps to #SupportTheSport we all love. Omologato’s unique blend of motorsport heritage, limited-edition offerings, and 
dedication to quality craftsmanship has made it a notable player in the world of motorsport-inspired watches. Whether you’re a 
racing enthusiast or a watch collector, Omologato’s timepieces offer a way to connect with the thrilling world of motorsport. The 
watches are hand made in Japan and some are assembled in England. 

THANK YOU SPONSORS continued
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PEPSI 
One of the world’s most iconic and recognized global consumer brands, Pepsi knows how to bring people together with 
a variety of products and flavors to amplify any occasion. Whether having a meal with friends or cheering on your favorite 
driver, Pepsi is always there to share joy and help celebrate those special moments. Delicious. Refreshing. Pepsi. 

PORT OF LONG BEACH 
The Port of Long Beach is the premier U.S. gateway for trans-Pacific trade and a trailblazer in innovative goods movement, 
safety and environmental stewardship. The Port handles trade valued at $200 billion annually and supports 575,000 jobs in 
Southern California – 1 in 5 jobs in Long Beach. The Port welcomes 2,000 vessels a year and serves more than 175 shipping 
lines with connections to 217 seaports around the world. Over the next 10 years, the Port is pursuing $2.6 billion in capital 
improvement projects, including $1.6 billion in on-dock rail projects, designed to speed the flow of cargo to market, cut 
pollution and reduce traffic on our local roadways. The Port’s goal is zero-emissions operations by 2035. 

LONG BEACH PRESS-TELEGRAM 
Whether it’s news around town, a high school game around the corner or a lap around the Grand Prix circuit, no one covers 
Long Beach like the Press-Telegram. We know the community inside and out–and we should. Because since 1897, Long 
Beach has been much more than our beat. It’s been our home. 

RICOH 
Ricoh is empowering digital workplaces using innovative technologies and services enabling individuals to work smarter. 
For more than 80 years, Ricoh has been driving innovation and is a leading provider of document management solutions, 
IT services, commercial and industrial printing, digital cameras, and industrial systems. For further information, please visit 
www.ricoh-usa.com.

REACTION AUDIO-VISUAL 
Reaction Audio-Visual is an Official Sponsor of the Grand Prix of Long Beach. Reaction Audio Visual has 25+ years of 
combined experience in technology, production, audiovisual, computer rentals, and event execution. We pride ourselves in 
our diverse and superior service offerings to our clients. We are not just a technology rental company; we provide first class 
services from planning to execution to 24-hour customer support. 

ROCKET CONVENIENCE STORES
Founded in 1955 and based in Long Beach, California, Rocket is one of the largest independent owners, suppliers and 
operators of gas stations and convenience stores in the Western United States. We have over 3,500 Team Members in more 
than 450 locations spread across California, Oregon, Washington and Colorado and we’re still growing! We offer fuel under 
the 76, Conoco, Phillips 66, Shell, Chevron and United Oil brands, and offer convenience items through Rocket. We make 
a positive impact in the communities we serve by creating an experience that makes everyday life a little bit easier for our 
customers. We’re fast, we’re friendly, and ready to serve! Our team lives the “I Got It!” Spirit by providing a great place to 
shop, eat, fill up your tank and being a great place to work.

SAVOR
SAVOR is proud to be a sponsor and a partner of the Grand Prix of Long Beach, for the 25th consecutive year. SAVOR locally 
provides turnkey catering and retail food and beverage services for the Long Beach Convention and Entertainment Center, 
The Aquarium of the Pacific and Off Site Venues. Food and Beverage services offered by SAVOR span the full spectrum 
from retail options for public special events to full service catering needs. In practice and policy, we are team focused, 
committed to working as a discreet partner with our clients in creating a flexible food and beverage experience to exceed 
expectations.

SAFETY-KLEEN 
Every day, Safety-Kleen enables thousands of businesses to stay in balance with the environment. We achieve a working 
harmony of two seemingly opposed missions: protecting the environment while protecting our clients’ bottom line. In a 
thousand work sites, our crews and technicians perform hundreds of highly specialized environmental services that we 
pioneered and continue to refine. Our role model for real world success is none other than Planet Earth itself, a marvel of 
efficiency. 

SMARTSTOP SELF STORAGE
SmartStop Self Storage is a leading provider of convenient and secure storage solutions. Our state-of-the-art facilities 
offer a variety of unit sizes to meet your storage needs, whether you’re looking to store household items or business 
inventory. Our website makes it easy to reserve, rent and manage your storage unit from anywhere, and our friendly and 
knowledgeable staff are always on hand to answer any questions. With convenient locations across the U.S. and Canada, 
SmartStop makes it easy to store your belongings with confidence. Whether you’re moving, downsizing, or just need more 
space, SmartStop Self Storage is the smarter way to store. Visit smartstop.com to find a store near you.

THANK YOU SPONSORS continued
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TIXR
Tixr empowers large-scale event producers with simple solutions to highly complex ticketing and ecommerce problems. 
Born from a fan-focused frame of mind, Tixr leverages sophisticated technology to evolve the way event creators do 
business and remove purchasing pain points for fans, delivering instead a positive experience from the initial ticket sale to 
arrival and beyond. Tixr services more than 500 entertainment partners in 40 countries, including local taste-maker brands 
ComplexCon, Laugh Factory, VidCon, Riot Games, and LIV Golf. 

U.S. ARMY 
The U.S. Army Accessions Support Brigade is the tactical arm of Army marketing. Through three historic and unique 
battalions, including the U.S. Army Parachute Team (Golden Knights), the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, and the U.S. Army 
Mission Support Battalion, the brigade is charged with Connecting America’s People with America’s Army. The brigade is 
operationally aligned under the Army Marketing and Research Group. 

UNITED RENTALS 
United Rentals, Inc. is the largest equipment rental company in the world. The company has an integrated network of 1,449 
rental locations in North America, 13 in Europe, 27 in Australia and 19 in New Zealand. In North America, the company 
operates in 49 states and every Canadian province. The company’s approximately 24,700 employees serve construction and 
industrial customers, utilities, municipalities, homeowners and others. The company offers approximately 4,700 classes of 
equipment for rent with a total original cost of $19.3 billion. United Rentals is a member of the Standard & Poor’s 500 Index, 
the Barron’s 400 Index and the Russell 3000 Index and is headquartered in Stamford, Conn. Additional information about 
United Rentals is available at unitedrentals.com. 

UNITED SITE SERVICES 
United Site Services (USS) is the nation’s leading temporary site services provider with a full offering of solutions including 
portable restrooms, hand hygiene solutions, temporary fence, trailer solutions, roll off dumpsters and more. For more than 
20 years, USS has helped keep environments safe and clean for construction workers, emergency responders, live event 
attendees and more. With coast-to-coast coverage, the largest inventory of equipment plus industry-leading safety and 
service standards, USS has an unmatched ability to meet the unique needs of any environment - no matter the scale. 

VISIT LB
Visit LB is the official organization for convention and tourism marketing in the Long Beach area. Established in 1982, the 
LBCVB is a private non-profit organization funded by city hotel bed tax and membership contributions from over 400 area 
businesses and community organizations. The mission of the Bureau is to contribute to the economic development of the 
city of Long Beach by selling, marketing and promoting Long Beach as a destination for conventions, meetings, tradeshows 
and tourism.

WHISTLEPIG 
Free from the industry rules and status quo, we bring great whiskey to the people without being limited by old conventions 
that have kept Rye Whiskey from living up to its true potential. Always brimming with new ideas, the WhistlePig team 
focuses on audacious experimentation, big age statements and bold experiments. 

YAAMAVA RESORT & CASINO 
Yaamava Resort & Casino at San Manuel is SoCal’s premier destination for gaming and entertainment! With over 7,000 
slots, 200-plus table games and 5 high-limit rooms, Yaamava’ is the industry leader for huge prizes and jackpots. For the 
best live music experience, the new Yaamava’ Theater sets the stage for performances by some of the world’s biggest 
names in entertainment like Janet Jackson, Tim McGraw, Kevin Hart, Andrea Bocelli and many others. As the closest casino 
and resort to the Acura Grand Prix of Long Beach, come experience world-class gaming, fine-dining, and entertainment at 
Yaamava’ Resort & Casino at San Manuel. Visit Yaamava.com for more information
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Rich Carry was born on March 9, 1940 in Queens, New York, but moved after 
six months to Silver Spring, Maryland. The family moved to Palos Verdes, CA in 
1955. When Rich moved to Long Beach he became very active in the community: 

Altusa, CERT, Special Olympics and especially the Grand Prix of Long Beach thru the 
Committee of 300. He served in many positions on the Board of Directors ending with his 
term as President. During the week of the Grand Prix you could find him attending many 
of the Grand Prix Foundation events where he bid on many of the items to promote the 
charity. He had his own aluminum extrusion facility before he spent more than 30 years 
in residential and commercial real estate. He is survived by his partner of more than 30 
years Dian Morris, his brother Charles, daughter Lysa Miller, sons Mark & Ryan Carry, 
grandchildren Shawna Marcy, Marissa Moses, Coulter Carry and great grandchildren 
Brynzilla Moses, Kase Moses, and Maze Marcy. He is missed by all.Rich Carry

Patricia “Pat” Mohler was born and raised in Portland, OR. She headed to Long 
Beach at 19 to be a civilian employee in the US Air Force, which she eventually 
parlayed into a career in aerospace. She always was attracted to speed, so was 

thrilled when Long Beach established its Grand Prix in 1975. She was even more gratified 
when she and her husband of nearly 50 years, Clarence “Mo” Mohler, were admitted 
to the Committee of 300 in 2000. She served tirelessly and with distinction, proudly 
receiving the Committee’s Lifetime Achievement Award shortly before her death. 

Pat Mohler

Honoring Those We’ve Lost
REMEMBERING LIVES

In November, Dr. Stephen Shea passed away following a valiant fight against 
multiple myeloma. He served as the medical director at the Acura Grand Prix of Long 
Beach, overseeing the hospital’s emergency department and “medical central,” the 

infield care center for pit crews and drivers.He was the first Medical Director of the Long 
Beach Fire Department and Director of the Emergency/Trauma Department, positions 
he held for more than 40 years. An avid boater, he was Staff Commander at the Catalina 
Island Yacht Club. He was married to Sheila and together they raised three children, 
Meghan, Christopher and Devin. 

Dr. Stephen Shea 
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OLD SCHOOL 
STYLE MEETS
NEW SCHOOL SHINE
BEST OF BOTH 
WORLDS
BUT BETTER
Mothers® Ultimate Hybrid® brings you the best of SiO2 ceramic 
and carnauba wax in a product line tailored to eliminate learning 
curves and application curve balls. The result is an application 
process that’s fast and simple, and protection that’s anything but.

MothersUltimateHybrid.com
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ADMINISTRATION
Jim Michaelian.....................................................................................................................President & CEO
Allison Wilson....................Manager of Administrative Services & Event Activation
...................................................................................................................  Pace Car Program Coordinator

SPONSORSHIP SALES, MARKETING SERVICES 
Richard Martinez.............................................................................Director of Sponsorship Sales 
Sandy Hendrix..................................................Manager of Marketing & Sponsor Services 
Ryan Peterson.......................................................................................Director of Hospitality Sales 
Michael McElroy..................................................................................................................Director of Expo
Yasmine Alameddine............................................................................................Marketing Assistant 
Aileen McBride...........................................................................................................Marketing Assistant

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND CREATIVE SERVICES
Chris Esslinger......................................................................................Director of Communications 
Kevin Wilkerson...................................................................................Creative Editor / Lead Writer
Julie Tanner.......................................................................................................................... Graphic Designer 
Christy Pardini.................................................................................................................. Graphic Designer 
Nathan Cardenas......................................................................................Public Relations Assistant 
Paige Arredondo..............................................................................Media Relations/Social Media
Arlene Guzman..................................................................................Media Relations/Social Media 
Kara Lee..................................................................................................Media Relations/Social Media
Terry Clanton.............................................................................................................................Public Address 
Ralph Sheheen.......................................................................................................................Public Address 
Megan Flanders.....................................................................................................................Public Address

ACCOUNTING
Cindy Forster................................................................................................................ Director of Finance
Emma Moreno.............................................................................................................................Event Auditor

CUSTOMER SERVICE AND TICKETING
Tammy Johnson............................................Manager of Customer Service and Ticketing

Customer Service Representatives:
Cecelia Ruebel, Steven Halley, Michelle Heredia, Zachary Johnson, Jennie 
Ketchum, Rasha Khalaf, Sheila Walters

RACE OPERATIONS
Dwight Tanaka .....................................................................................................Director of Operations

CONSTRUCTION
David Carrillo.........................................................................................................Construction Foreman
Crandall Dickinson ...................................................................................................Structure Foreman 
Pablo Martin....................................................................................................................Structure Foreman
Dax Pascua .....................................................................................................................Structure Foreman 
Jake Tanaka.............................................................................................................Construction Foreman

EVENT OPERATIONS
Mark Platt..................................................................................................................Security Administrator 
Trace Sardone..............................................................................Assistant Security Administrator 
Chris Souza....................................................................................Assistant Security Administrator 
Brian Fong M.D.........................................................................................................Chief Medical Officer 
Kent Shoji, M.D.................................................................................................................Assistant Medical 
Officer Nate Jones.......................................................................................................Paddock Manager 
Kaufman IT................................................................................................................... Information Systems 
Frank De Pina...........................................................................................................Paddock Coordinator 
Mike Clancy...............................................................................................................Paddock Coordinator 
Luke Brockman........................................................................GT America Paddock Coordinator 
Christopher Allen.......................................................................................................................Race Central 
Leah Solorzano............................................................................................................................Race Central 
Valerie Davis...................................................................................................................................Race Central 
Lacey Reilly.....................................................................................................................................Race Central 
Kyle Mohan.................................................................................................................Lead Pace Car Driver 
Jake Tanaka................................................................................................................Lead Pace Car Driver 
Kevin Madsen........................................................................................................................ Pace Car Driver 
Johnny Kanabis.................................................................................................................... Pace Car Driver 
K.C. Cook..................................................................................................................................... Pace Car Driver 
Michael Essa........................................................................................................................... Pace Car Driver 
Jack Baruth............................................................................................................................... Pace Car Driver 
Alex Kirby................................................................................................................................... Pace Car Driver
Brian Ellis............................................................................................... Pace Car Program Supervisor
Rick Ellis.................................................................................................. Pace Car Program Supervisor

CREDENTIALS
Deborah Cahn Scott.............................................................................................. Credential Manager 
Rick Scott........................................................................................................................ Credential Manager

CREDENTIAL STAFF
Ryan Gales, Bruce Jacob, Karly LaManna, Terry Marks

EXPO ASSISTANTS
Rod Henderson, Michelle Jeffries

PHOTOGRAPHY COORDINATOR...................................................................................Doug Gifford

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Jean Anderson, John Bosma, Brian Brantley, Jim Collins, Bleu Cotton, Carrie 
Ellsworth, Liezl Estipona, Brian Furutani, Lee Gawlik, John Grusd, Gary Heiman, 
Joe Herkel, Joshua Hernandez, Joey Ikemoto, Jonathan Ikemoto, Ron Lyon, 
Kevin Mak, Ellis Moore, Kevin Murray, Peter Murray, Adam Skower, Paul Van 
Allen, Olivia Yu

SIGNAGE CREW
Freddy Ajiataz, Paula Gallo, Sammy Gallo, Brisa Hernandez, Aaron Jack, 
Gregorio Montes De Oca, Abigail Snow, Mike Snow, Will Stepp, Frank Rytych, 
Bobby Tamariz

VICTORY CIRCLE
Kourtney Brandt, Michael Brandt, Larry Flint, Tony Rogers, Roxanne Romero

RACE MANAGEMENT
Richard Sherwood.................................................................................................................................Director
Jim O’Mahoney.......................................................................................................Asst Division Director	
Sandi Sherwood................................................................................................................................Personnel
Greg Fast.......................................................................................................... Communications Director

COMMUNICATIONS
Juanita Fast, Curt Himmelberger, Tanya Llera, Marline Riehle, Jim Tulk

AREA MANAGERS
(ALFA) Dennis Connor
(BRAVO) Mark Kauffeld
(CHARLIE) Tony Barham
(DELTA) Dave Knox
(ECHO) Ken Thomas
(FOXTROT) Tony Huff
(GEORGE) DJ Johnston
(RCM) Iler Ganz

ZONE MANAGERS
(ALFA) Rich Rios, Robert Colter, David Anderson
(BRAVO) Kurt Stewart, Jeff Long, Irv Hoff
(CHARLIE) Jeff Jackson, Bubba Barker, Jeff Firestone
(DELTA) Bob Lewis, Steve Slames
(ECHO) Roy Andriese
(FOXTROT) Ron Ferguson, Jeff Navarro
(GEORGE) Bear Evans, Brian Locken, Gary Horgan
(RCM) Mervyn Radley
(CREDENTIALS) Lois Gettys, Rick Gettys
(COMPOUND) Marilyn Gettys, Linda Maxwell, Marie Thomas

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS
(ALFA) Alice Smith
(BRAVO) Shyla Kauffeld
(CHARLIE) Pat West
(DELTA) Karen Lewis
(ECHO) Marie Thomas
(FOXTROT) Lynee Schneider
(GEORGE) Lori Schneider

VOLUNTEERS
Darren Allen
Ron Allen
Gloria Azobell
Donna Baca
Grady Bannon
Don Bober
Kourtney Brandt
Michael Brandt
Bob Brayton
Mike Breckshot
Ryan Brookes
Bob Brown
Julie Brown
Alberto Builes
Mark Bullock
Paula Bullock
Bob Canaday
Nicole Carney
Jim Carrow
Dana Chaffee
Careen Chapijan
McKenna Clark
Sue Crompton
Shirley Dixon
Leonardo Dominguez
Jennifer Enos
Larry Flint
Tom Geer
Grace Goodwin
Helen Grimes
Erin Henning

Tony Herta
Kelly Hieggins
Pat Hill
Ken Holmes
Carlos Jamaillo
Carol Johnson
Nancy Johnson 
Joe Kagerer
Khalid Khalaf
Dwayne Kelly
Nik Kocher
David Kohl
John Koniak
Rebecca Lane
Fred Larimer
John Larimer
Thomas Larsen
Pattie Maude
Emily Miller
Julie Miller
Leanne Miller
Carlos Morabito
Rebecca Nunez
Bud Orr
Kody Parrison
Janet Pascua
Mark Pearson
Andrea Perez
George Ponnay II
Don Port
Alio Pua
Melissa Racadio

Chris Racadio
Jennifer Racadio
Mike Racadio
Noah Racadio
Porsche Racadio
Fernando Ramirez
Riane Redmond
Valentina Rivera
Sonia Rodriquez
Adam Rogers
Roxanne Romero
Christian Santos
Mark Schiavone
Susan Schwamb
Mike Sleboda 
Gail Stone
Dana Story
Bryan Stover
Tina Stover
Amy Swindler
Mike Taylor
Liz Tudor
Rich Vandermeeden
Shaun Vogel
Rich Wasp
Jill Whitley
Aubery Witten
Jason Witten
Dannelle Yee
Akari Yoshimura
Don Zamboni

HOSPITALITY
Terry Ardinger
Robert Ardinger
Anna Ardinger
Bridger Ardinger
Tori Baker
Noelle Bannon
Pamela Bee
Marissa Birdsell
Kelly Carroll
Jamie Christmas
Nour Elaby
Sharon Fadale
Joel Garrett
Todd Gallemore
Kelly Hanson
Ben Henderson

Susan Heppner
Chris Hollis
Evan Jenkins
Michelle Jeffries
Michael Juarez
Mike Kodrich
Daniel Klatt
William Klatt
Lucas Knight
Ernesto Maldonado
Anoush Mirakyan
Jonathan Marsh
Justin McBride
Ryan McDonald
Mark Missick
Janice Paculba
Ryan Plunkett

Todd Prochnow
Yusef Richard
Mario Saucedo
Bryan Schutte
Steve Schutte
Kyle Schutte
Bryce Schutte
Michael Skiba
Sheri Slover
Ken Slover
Vidal Urbano
Pablo Valencia
Dannelle Yee
Ken Yonekura

Assistant Race Director........................................................................................  Ceci Smith

Board of Governors for Cal Club:
Regional Executive............................................................................................. Penelope Coy
Chairman of the Board..........................................................................Mike Miserendino
Treasurer................................................................................................................................Tom Hope
Secretary....................................................................................................................Bonnie Lawler

Members at Large
David Zink
Brandon Droese
Tracy McCallon
Vince Tjelmeland
Ed Erlandson

2024 GPALB RACE STAFF

A P R I L  / / 1 9 - 2 1 / /  2 0 2 4
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THE ARX-06 RETURNS   FOR THE 2024 IMSA SEASON.
Powered by an electrified power unit, the ARX-06 features a bespoke, 
twin-turbocharged, 2.4-liter, V-6 engine paired with an electric motor to 
maximize performance.  Fueled by a legacy of winning, we’re fearlessly 
championing the electrified future of Acura Motorsports.

ARX-06 Race Car shown. 
©2024 Acura. Acura, Precision Crafted Performance, and the stylized “A” logo are registered trademarks of Honda Motor Co., Ltd.

THE PRESENT 
FUTURE OF 
ELECTRIFIED 
RACING.
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